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TO HIS GRACE THE 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury. . 


a 


a it pleaſe ww GRACE, 


RES UMING there is nothing 
advanced in the following pages as 


trines of that church in which your GAR 


preſides; and being perſuaded that your 
GRAcx's love for the truths of the goſpel, 


upon which our church is founded, would 


induce-you to countenante any well- meant 


attempt to vindicate them from the abuſes 
of all oppoſers (even though they were found 
within the boſom of our church:) I thought 


I might be excuſed, if I took the liberty to 


_ caſt this little piece at your GRACE feet, | 
* 9 N of its meeting with your Graces -* 


A 2 | countenance 


« 
# 
* p * 
. 
. 
0 


* ] 


countenance and approbation. And I am 


encouraged to do it the rather, becauſe I am 


aſſured, if I have uſed ſharpneſs towards any 
of the clergy, your Grace's diſcernment 


will immediately diſcover that it is againſt 


ſuch only, as have acted contrary to their 
oaths and ſubſcriptions, and have thereby 


forfeited all right to your GRace's favour 
and protection, and to that honourable ap- 
pellation of, MINISTERS OF THE CHURCH | 


oF ENGLAND: and alſo, that your GRAcz's 


well-known candour and moderation will 


induce you to put the moſt favourable con- 
ſtruction upon a piece of this kind; which 
to the guilty will probably have the appear- 


ance of malevolent, cenſure, and malicious 


flander ; and of being calculated to foment 
di uiſions and diſcord in the church. Bat far 
be ſuch a thought from me, whoſe only aim 


and. deſire is, to promote the welfare, the 
peace, and the happineſs of all men, as far as 


in me lies; conſiſtently with that duty which 
I owe to my God, and a concern for his 
cauſe; which claim my firſt and chief regard. 


Actuated by theſe motives alone (for which 


| : I can appeal to the great ſearcher of hearts) 
1 2 pen in hand to write the following a 
. . Pee 5 | 


Ag 

piece; and from the ſame motives it is now 
| ſent forth into the world : and if he, whoſe 
© cauſe it is intended to defend, ſhould be 
be pleaſed to give it his bleſſing ; if any are 
convinced of their errors by it, to him be 
all the glory: I am confident your GRACE 
will rejoice at ſuch an event, whatever in- 

ſtrument may be employed to do it. 
Wiſhing your Grace all temporal, ſpiri- 
tual, and eternal happineſs, 1 remain, with 

the moſt profound reſpect, 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


** 


Yor GRACE „ 


moſt dutiful, and, 
ö moſt obedient 


humble ſervant, 


A MEMBER, &c.— 


ADDRESS, Oc. 
My Lords and Revg. Gentlemen, 


him to beſpeak, in a public manner, 
the attention of ſo auguſt and yene- 
rable a body of men, as THE DIGNITARIES OF 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; ſurely nothing can 
Juſtify. the attempt, but a matter of the greateſt 
importance. And if I had not been perſuaded 


that the ſubject of this addreſs was of the utmoſt 


conſequence to thouſands in this kingdom, I 
would not haye undertaken it. But being confident 


that amongſt ſuch a body of learned men, there 


are many poſſeſſed of great candour and i ingenuity, 
who will patiently attend to and conſider the matter 
contained in an addreſs of this kind, before they 
will paſs their judgment on it or reject it: I am 
therefore incited to proceed in laying it before 
you. Which I ſhall endeavour to do with that 


freedom 


HEN a private perſon takes upon | 


N - "Oe : Over" VER 
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freedom and plainneſs of ſpeech which the ſubjed 
requires: remembering at the ſame time the 
reſpect that is due to thoſe I am about to addreſs. 
And if through any inadvertence I ſhould advance 
what is contrary to matter of fact, I truſt I ſhall 
always preſerve a mind open to conviction and 


acceſſible to truth; and ſhall readily kiſs the rod 


that kindly*corre&s my miſtake. 
If our rights were invaded, our properties by 


fraud or violence taken from us, and our lives 


were in danger; where ſhould we fly for ſuccour, 
but to the ſecular power? And from whom ſhould 

we expect redreſs, but from thoſe who are veſted 
with that x power, on purpoſe for our defence and 


not be deemed impertinent, 1 preſume, if our 


circumſtances were ſuch as rendered it neceſſary. 


Such a conduct muſt rather be judged prudent 5 


and commendable; as it would not only be the 
means of procuring redreſs, but would alſo be 
doing an honour to the power and to thoſe veſted 
with it. 5 A like conduct then reſpecting things of 


an inznirely greater value than our rights, pro- 
perties, or lives in this world, cannot ſurely by 


5 any wiſe perſon be condemned or diſapproved or. 

js When therefore the invaluable privileges of the 
EVERLASTING | GOSPEL are invaded, when we are 
in danger of being deprived of the ineſtimable 
bleſſings accruing therefrom, and when nothing 
leſs than the eternal intereſts and welfare of our 


; immortal 


* 


{ 
5 


E 
immortal ſouls are at take; to whom ſhould we 
fly for ſuccour, and from whom ſhould we expect 
redreſs? but from thoſe who are exalted to emi- 
nent ſtations, and raiſed to high hanours in the 
church, which are attended with an equal degree 
of power, that they might protect and defend us 
from all innovations and incroachments of that 
kind? Even you, ye right reverend and reverend 


Firs; whoſe ſacred office J honour with the higheſt 


veneration, eſteeming it the moſt important that 
can be committed to a creature. Nor do I eſteem 


it leſs awful than important; when I conſider that 
all will be called to give a ſtrict account of their 


truſt before the judge of quick and dead, at the 


| laſt great day. And I confefs I even tremble at 

the thought of their caſe, who have been negh- 
gent of the important truſt ; who have not uſed 

the power, influence, and abilities, of which they 


have been poſſeſſed, to the ends deſigned; fince 
God in his word declares, he will require che hlood 


of all that periſh through their * at their 


hands. | 
Since all then are ſo nearly concerned and in- 


tereſted in the things which pertain to the ſalva- 


tion of their ſouls, and ſince every one has a right 
to enquire, which is the way to obtain ſuch a defi- 


* rable end; permit one, who is deeply impreſſed 
-with a ſenſe of the importance of his own ſalva- 


tion, in the name and behalf of thouſands more, 


N to aſk the reaſon, OM the dadtrines 


B +, To 
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e of the reformation, which are by law eſta- 
e bliſhed in this land, which are perfectly conſiſ- 
tent with the ſtandard of truth, the facred 


< oracles, and for which ſo many eminent ſaints 


„ of God ſealed their teſtimony to them with 


their blood; are now ſo wantonly thrown aſide 


„by the generality of our church-miniſters, as 
< obſolete and uncouth ; and others ſubſtituted 


in their ſtead, which are quite repugnant both 


<« to the ſcriptures and theſe doctrines ? 
For my own part, I eſteem it my honour and 


my peculiar privilege that I was born in this land 


of goſpel-light, and that I was educated and 
brought up in the principles of the eſtabliſhed 
church; (of which I profeſs myſelf to be an un- 
worthy member ;) for when J arrived to years of 
underſtanding, I was led to enquire into the 
meaning of the doctrines taught by her, as con- 
tained eſpecially in that ſummary of them, the 
thirty-nine articles. And I was alſo led to ſearch 
the ſcriptures, from whence her doctrines are 
profeſſedly deduced ; and (according to the light 


afforded me into thoſe lively oracles) I found 


them to be perfectly conſiſtent. And, permit 
me to add further, I have alſo found, to my ſtill 
greater ſatisfaction and eſtabliſhment in the belief 
of them, that they are, when cordially received 
into the heart, moſt. happily influential in pro- 
ducing ſuch peace and tranquility of ſoul, as no 


ſenſual gratifications can at all afford; and as 


2 leave 


rin 


leave no room to doubt of their divine original. 


Finding my own advantage i in theſe truths, I was 


naturally led to adhere the cloſer to them ; and I 


became more ſtrongly attached to them, as I ex- 


perienced more of their power and ſalutary na- 
ture; perceiving them to be pregnant with the 


very eſſence of true happineſs here; and that they 
afforded the beſt grounded hope, and opened to 


the view the moſt delightful proſpect of a ſuper: 
lative happineſs hereafter. 

It was not long after I was made ſenſible what 
a rich treaſure was put into my hands, before 1 


diſcovered, to my great concern and grief, that 


theſe doctrines were not only ſeldom preached by 
the chief part of our miniſters, but were by many 
of chem preached againſt in the moſt public man- 


ner; and ſo obviouſly. too, that it required no 
great judgment or penetration to perceive, that 


what was commonly advanced in the pulpits was 
both inconſiſtent with, and utterly ſubverſive of the 
doctrines contained] in the articles, liturgy, and bomilies 
of our church. The ſerious conſideration of which 
could not fail to affect, in the. moſt ſenſible man- 
ner, all thoſe who have experienced, in any de- 


gree, the advantage and benefit reſulting from 
them. 


The oppoſition to theſe dodtrines i is now ſpread 


fo far and wide, and has been carried on fo ſucceſ- 


fully in prejudicing the minds of the people againſt 
chem in "7 place, that thoſe. munſters who 
_ _ think 


<2 


I 


think it a duty incumbent on them (as well as their 


privilege) from their ſolemn oaths and ſubſcrip- 
tions, to defend and maintain them, in ſpite of all 
oppoſition, are ſtigmatized as enemies to tbe 
church, as preachers of new and ſtrange doctrines, 
and as diſturbers of the peace; are loaded with the 
greateſt obloquy and contempt, and treated in 
the moſt illiberal manner both from the pulpit and 
the preſs. The multitude, who give themſelves 
no trouble to enquire into the merits of the cauſe, 
but follow implicitly the example of their teachers 
therein, (who they doubt not muſt be in the right, 

being learned men, ) join tlie cry raiſed againſt thiem; 
and profiounce tliem all to be madmen, enthu- 
Faaſts, and what not? And all for no other rea- 
| Toh, (for they are not charged with any immorality 
in their conduct,) but becauſe they aſſert and 
maintain, inculcate, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, | 


Vith a becoming earneſtneſs arid zeal, the doctrines 


of the reformation; in order to rouſe, if poſſible, 
2 carnally ſecure and fleepy world to a ſerious 
conſideration of ſuch momentous truths, ſo kigh- 
ly intereſting to all; and to put a ſtop to that 
inundation of error and wickedneſs, which is 
flowing in with a full tide in 1 12 * of the 
kingdom. | 

Severe as this charge may ſeem to the? men 
muſt be blinded by prejudice, or influenced by 
-aniotives which 1 them void of candour and 


( uy 4 
which a true ſtate of the caſe affords, they will 
nevertheleſs venture to deny the truth and juſtice 
of it. It is a truth ſo alarming, that all the true 
votaries of religion, (thoſe I mean, who, not 
content with a mere form of godlineſs, ftrive to 
worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth) muſt be ſeized 
with a prodigious ſtupor indeed, if they can be- 
hold and refte& on theſe things, unmoved and 
unaffected. But this is not the caſe with all: 
many there are who are really alarmed at it; and 
although they have long beheld with the utmeſt 
concern, the cauſe of vital religion thus oppreſ- 
fed, yet they have fill fome hopes that her in- 
jured cauſe will be eſpouſed (when her diſtreſſed 
cut ic one fullyknown)by fore, whoſe power and 
fluence being properly exerted; cannot fail of 
affbrtting her Tore relief, and of raiſing her in 
forme ticafare from that depreſſed fie f in which 
He at prefent languiſhes. 

To you then her friends appeal; and neren 
they expect the tedrefs, O ye reverend gentlemen! 
of chofe evils, which threaten utterly to ſubvert 
the conftitution of our church, by removing from 
Her thoſe effential docttines which are the very 
pitfats thereof; in the defence of which our gl6- 
rious reformers ſpilt their blood; which alone con- 
Reute and characterize her a proteſtant "reformed! 
; and which have always been, no els the" 

Ait at which AlL the helliſh, inveterate muliee of 
tut whore of- Babyton and mother of abomine- 
| tions, 


( 14 ] 
tions, the nk of Rome, has been WO" WY _ 
they have been the glory. and boaſt of all our 
church's true members, from the glorious zra of 
the reformation down to the preſent time ; and 
alſo by ſubſtituting the moſt pernicious, heterodox 
doctrines in their ſtead, 

How is the infinite dignity 12 the 3 7 of 
our divine Saviour, and the value of his work 
denied in this our day What deſpite i is done to 
the Spirit of grace ! His bleſſed offices, opera- 
tions, and influences upon the heart of man be- 


ing treated as enthuſiaſm and madneſs. And 


how is all true, vital, inward religion endeavoured 
to be brought into diſrepute and contempt ! 1 
Things theſe which greatly. alarm all who eſteem 


it their privilege, their duty, and their intereſt to 


adhere moſt renaciouſly to our excellent church's 

doctrines ;, and to be influenced by them in their 
whole conduct in life. Nor can they but be ap- 
prehenſive; from a view and conſideration of 
theſe things, that unleſs ſome. ſtep be ſpecdily 
taken, in order to put a ſtop. ro the. further ſpread - 
ing of theſe. errors, and the general declenſion 
from our church's pure doctrines; that our land 
muſt ere long inevitably be inveloped again in the 
clouds of popiſh darkneſs, ignorance, and ſuper- 


5 ſtition: which all deviations from purity of doc- 


trine have a manifeſt tendency to promote. And 


it is obvious to all who give themſelves the trou- 


| ble ſeriouſly to enquire into the matter, that our 
modern | 


1 5 1 | 
modern doctrines contain, (although in a ſome- 
what refined way) the very eſſence of popery : 
as they are calculated to cheriſh that abominable 


ſpirit of pride and /elf-ſufficiency, that is of the eſſence 


of our fallen nature; and which the whole plan 
of man's redemption by grace, as revealed in the 
ſcriptures, is calculated to root out. For while 
that predominates in a man's heart, he cannot, 
will not ſubmit to be ſaved by the free- grace of 
God through the blood and righteouſneſs of a re- 
deemer; but is evermore going about to eſtabliſh 
a righteouſneſs of his own, upon which to expect 


the pardon of his ſins and acceptance with God, 


and to build his hopes of eternal happineſs upon. 


And the utmoſt he will ſubmit, in his natural 


ſtate, to be obliged to Chriſt for is, to make up 
his deficiencies; ſtill reſting the cauſe of his ſal- 
vation, chiefly, upon the merits of his own works 
and performances. For this our glorious refor- 


mers thought it their indiſpenſible duty to abjure 


and ſeparate from the romiſh communion ; per- 
ceiving plainly, by a divine light, that the word 
of God pointed out a way of ſalvation quite dif- 
ferent from that, of being ſaved, either in whole 
or in part, by the righteouſneſs of our own works; 
that ſalvation is the work of a divine omnipotent 
arm, which muſt be exerted as well in the appli- 


eation of it to a ſinner's ſoul, as in the working 


of it out when God was manifeſted-in fleſh, 


ere a ſoul can be reconciled to God and be united 


to 


6 69 

to Chriſt, ſo as to be ove fpirit. And that the 
agent of this great work is. the Holy Spirit; 
whoſe office in the ceconomy of man's redemp- 
tion is, to convince of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of 
Judgment : or in other words, to quicken, juſtify, 
and ſanctify every ſoul that ſhall finally be faved. 
But leſt this charge, brought againſt the mini- 
ſters of the day, ſhould be too general, and the 
difference between the doctrines which they preach 
and thoſe of the church, ſhould not appear fuf- 
ficiently obvious to juſtify the charge; I muſt 
beg leave to inſtance in ſome few of the mot 
eſſential, 'in order to point it out: and alſo to 
ſhew, that when theſe doctrines are touched upon 
an the pulpit, they are uſually treated of in ſuch 
a ſlight, ſuperficial manner, that none can be pro- 
fited thereby; and, if treated of more fully, it 
is in direct oppoſition to the received reformation 
doctrines. It is not my intention fully to diſcuſs 
and prove theſe doctrines here; (that would take 
up too much room and time to be conſiſtent with 
my preſent deſign) but only ſo far as appears 
neceſſary, to ſhew the preſent oppoſition made to 
them by wr... 4s the 28 8 7 nen _ | 
-preaching. 
And _ The Arial of our blend * 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 1 
| This is a truth 0 e 

chat the whole of man's redemption reſts upon 
it. Let but chis truth be denied, and all our 
* | hopes 


| 1 
hopes of ſalvation from the wrath and curſe of 
God muſt entirely vaniſh. The taſk was too ar- 
duous for any creature to undertake: and if he 
be not very Go, he mult be a creature, al- 
though of the higheſt order of created beings. 
Yet how many Arians and Socinians have we 
amongſt our clergy? The former of which make 
him the abſurd monſter, a created God, the latter 
debaſe him to a mere creature. Others there are 
| who will deign to compliment him with the title 
of GOD, yet depreciate his work in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to leave no room to doubt what kind of 
a God they ſuppoſe him to be; even ſuch a one as 
themſelves. Others again will acknowledge that 
there was ſomething of divinity ſtampt upon all 
that he faid and did when upon earth; that he 
was the great exemplar to mankind; and that if 
we regard his precepts and inſtructions for our 
moral conduct, and copy after his life as the di- 
vine rule, we need not fear of attaining to a 
bliſsful immortality. Thus making him no more 
than a mere teacher of ethics: a more refined 
ſyſtem indeed than was ever taught before, they 
will acknowledge his to be. 15 
Of this great, fundamental truth our orthodii 
church ſpeaks thus, in her ſecond article: * The 
Son, which is the word of the Father, begotten 
from everlaſting of the Father, is, the Very 
and ETERNAL Gop, of one ſubſtagec with 
the Father.“ eee een, 
8 ; C Poe : In 


1 18 1 


In the communion collełi for 75 rinity- e her 
r are taught to ſay; that which we be- 
<& lieve of the glory of the Father, the fame we 


believe of the glory of the Son andof the Holy 


«© Ghoſt, without any difference or inequality. 
And the doctrine. is fo fully and ſtrongly aſſerted 


in the athanaſian creed, that it is needleſs to pro- 
duce any more paſſages from our church's ſervice, 
to prove that ſhe holds it as a moſt eſſential article 
of the Chriſtian faith. Neither is the ſcripture 


at all ſparing in its proofs of this momentous 
truth. The prophets abound with them, Iſaiah, 

when he had a viſion of the tranſcendent glory, 
majeſty, and holineſs of God, as mentioned in 
the ſixth chapter of his prophecy ; where he fays, 
he ſaw the Lord fitting upon a.throne high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple ;, fpake 
of Chriſt, as is aſſerted in the new: teſtament, 
where this paſſage is referred to, and applied par- 
ticularly to him, St. John xii. 41. And the ſame 
prophet, ſpeaking of Chriſt's coming in the fleſh, 


ſays, be ſhall be called, THE MIGHTY GOD. 
The prophet - Zechariah introduces the Father 
1 ſpeaking to the ſword of his vengeance, and ſay- 


ing, Awake, O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, and 
againſt the man that is MY FELLOW.” We 
know againſt whom the - ſword did awake; and 
that no creature can be called God's fellow. or 


equal. In the new. teſtament we find Chriſt re- 
3 ng his ORs aſſuming all the 


attributes 


t Iv | | 
attributes of the deity, and claiming, as his 
right, divine honours and adoration equal with 
the Father; and he refers to his miracles as incon-. 
teſtible proofs thereof. St. John, in the firſt 
chapter of his goſpel, ſays, In the beginning was 
the word, and the word was with God, and the 
WORD was GOD. All things were made by him, 
he adds; therefore he could not be made himſelf, 
The works of creation, of preſervation, and of 
redemption, are aſcribed to him': all which- are 
ſufficient proots that * muſt be W and _—y 
Gob. 

This truth is not fo guy nor fo ang 
denied, it muſt be confeſſed, as ſome others: 
yet I appeal to the conſciences of many of our 
clergy, whether the reaſon why they ſeruple to 
ſpeak out on this head, and to give Chriſt his due 
honours, is not becauſe they do not firmly believe 
it in their hearts? With reſpect to people in ge- 
neral, they are almoſt utter ſtrangers to this truth, 
hegring ſo little of it from the pulpit: and if 
they are ſpoke to about it, or hear any one extol 
Chriſt, in his offices, his attributes, and his fini- 
ſned work of redemption; their reply imme- 
diately is, Why you rob the Father of his 
«honour, by faying ſo much of Jeſus Chriſt ;* 
although our Lord himſelf has obviated this 
weak objection, by ſaxing, I and my Father are 
one; and they that bat w. bonour my Tan 
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Secondly, The fall of Man, or original ſin. 
A truth this which has been much controverted 
of late; and, if not totally denied, yet it has 
been repreſented by many in ſuch a light, as to 
WM give us reaſon to doubt whether they believe that 
_ any depravity or guilt of the human nature 1s de- 
tived from our firſt parents down to us, or not. 
1 For we hear little elſe from our pulpits, than that 
| | man, in his preſent ſtate, is a very excellent and 
lovely creature, of noble paſſions, of fine exalted 
rational faculties : his diznity and moral rectitude, 
| are themes on which many elaborate and eloquent 
| | diſcourſes have been delivered by our modern 
'8 divines; in a manner, which (to do them juſtice) 9 
| would have done honour to the ſtage. We are 
told indeed, that man is not in all reſpects now 
ö | dãs he was at firſt created ; for God created him 
upright, but he hath ſought out many inventions: 
| but {till the foundation is the ſame. - His frame 
| Z and conſtitution, his moral powers and rational 
| faculties continue the ſame ; only he is apt now 
and then, by the prevalence of example and the 1 
E "1 power of temptation, to deviate a little from the . 
L paths of virtue and uprightneſs, and to contract 
ſome bad habits ; which, if continued in, debaſe 
| MF his nature for a time; but this implies not any 
id | depravity of nature: for when he recovers himſelf 
from any ſuch failings or indiſcretions, by attend- 
1 ing to the faithful monif8# within; when reaſon, 
* | immortal reaſon reaſſumes her wonted ſeat, and 
| | controuls 
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controuls the lower paſſions of the ſoul, which are 
ſometimes wrongly biaſſed; when he again ſub- 
mits to her wiſe dictates, bows to her gentle 
ſceptre, and is guided by her light divine; he 
riſes gloriouſly from his fall, aſſerts his native dig- 
nity, and proves his divine original. We are alſo 
told that man is naturally a very ſocial creature 
with ſuch diſpoſitions as are ever prompting, him 
to commiſerate the diſtreſſes of his fellow- 
creatures, and to ſtretch out his friendly hand to 
adminiſter relief: that his benevolence is ſo exten- 
five, that, like the ſun, it ſnines with a benign 
influence on all around him; yea, that he graſps 
the whole creation in his affectionate embraces: 
that he cannot hate, envy, or injure any one, 
without doing violence to his nature, which is 
ever impelling him to every ſocial and friendly 
action, and exciting him to rejoice at the proſpe- 
rity of others. And with reſpect to the Supreme 


Being, his almighty creator and benefactor; re- 


flecting on the many favours he has conferred on 
him, and the innumerable obligations he lies un - 
der to him, he cannot but love, adore, and ſerve 
him, as naturally as he breathes. | 
Thus is human nature at preſent delineated 4 | 
very averſe is man to acknowledge a truth, which 
pours contempt on his boaſted dignity, and turns 
it into ſame: although he need but open his 

eyes and look around him in the world, to be 
ſtruck with proofs thereof, innumerable as they 
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are lamentable: where the ſtreams demonſtrate 
beyond all diſpute, how impure the fountain is 
from whence they flow. And from the foregoing 
view of our nature a candid, unprejudiced perſon 
may be led to aſk; If we are by nature fo very 
« good, and (except a few who unwiſely run to 
« ſome exceſs) fo very lovely in the eyes of God, 


< what need have we of a Saviour? What occa- 


% fion was there for our adorable redeemer to 
« ſuffer, bleed, and die? ”—Indeed I freely 


confeſs it is not in my power to anſwer the queſ- 
tion. The very idea of mercy muſt reſpe& ſome 


kind of miſery ; and redemption relates to ſlavery 
or bondage. Were this indeed the caſe with man, 
he would never ſeek for a Saviour, nor be thank- 
ful to God for one. And this accounts for man's 


- averſion to, find rejection of the mercy that is 


tendered to him in the goſpel. Flattering him- 
ſelf that he is well, he enquires not after a phy- 


ſician: for the whole need him not: the fick only 
-defire him, and know ow We muy him when 


my" have received a cure. 
But let us ſee whether our eh 3 not 
give us another view and deſeription of our na- 


ture than that juſt mentioned. In her ninth arti- 
ele the declares, . that original fin ſtandeth not 
ein the following of Adam, as the Pelagians (and 


560 moderns) vainly talk; but it is che fault and cor- 
4 ruption of the nature of every man that naturally 
* ester def the ** of Adam, whereby 


cc man 
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man is very far gone from original righteouſ- 
“ neſs, and is, of his own nature, inclined to 


« evil. And therefore in every ,perſon born into 8 


this world, it deſerveth God's wrath and 
« damnation.” We are inſtructed to preſerye 
an abiding ſenſe of this corruption of our nature, 
and to acknowledge i it every time we approach 
| God in public worſhip, in theſe expreſſions. 
We have erred and ſtrayed from thy ways like 
« loſt ſheep” —< there is no health in us” —& we 
* are tied and bound with the r of our 
N 
Man's utter helpleſſneſs | is alſo . in the 
tenth article. The condition of man after the 
<« faltof Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn and 
prepare himſelf by his own natural ſtrength and 


« 308 works to faith and calling upon God.“ 


Again, Almighty God, who feſt that we have 


e no. power of ourſelves to help ourſelves.” And 
the whole of our church ſervice proceeds upon 
this truth, and breathes throughout BE lame | 
humble, ſelf-abaſing, ſpirit. | 
And well ſhe' Might, when the Fra ak de- 
ſcribes man by nature in the ſame fallen, loſt, 
depraved, corrupted, helpleſs ſtate and condition 
in the ſtrongeſt terms. A few paſſages might 
ſuffice to eſtabliſh, this truth, and to prove it ta 
be entirely . ſcriptural...  ** The Lord looked down. 
rom heaven upon the children of men, to ſee if there | 
were any that would er and ſeeł after God: 
5 but 
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but they are all gone out of the way ; they are al- 


| Together become abominable; there is none that doeth 


good, no not one — God ſaw that every imagination 


F the thoughts of man's heart was only evil conti- 


nuall I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my 
mother conceive me— the heart is deceitful above all 
things and deſperately wicked—out of the heart 


proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica- 


tions, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies — we are all 
by nature the children of wrath—and you hath he 


: quickened who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins —the . 


carnal mind is enmity againſt God— And if any 


doubt whether che ſcripture concludeth all (every 


child of Adam) under ſin; or repreſents all to 
be in gyloſt, depraved ſtate by nature, let him 
read the three firſt chapters of St. Paul's epiſtle 
to the Romans; where he will find ſuch proofs 
thereof, that if he admits of the authority of 


' ſcripture, and will abide by its determination, he 


muſt” be fully convinced that none is exempted 


from this original corruption of our nature: for 


the apoſtle cites ſome of the above paſſages, 
which were ſpoken of particblar people at dif. 


ferent times, and applies them to all mankind 


indefinitely. | 
And if this depravity were not ſpread through 


every faculty of ſou} and body, men could not act 


fo abſurdly as to deny, or endeavour to perſuade 
themſelves or others, that man is not ſo corrupt 


as Our church and the ſcriptures deſcribe him; a 


ſince 


* 


1 
ſince every day, yea, every hour affords to all 
whoſe eyes are open, ſuch inconteſtible proofs of 
it. Elſe, whence proceeds the torrent of wicked- 
neſs that flows around us? | 
Thirdly, Juſtification by faith alone in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the imputation of his righteouſneſs. 
This important doctrine is eſteemed the true 
criterion whereby to judge of any church, whe- 
ther it be a gaſpel, proteſtant, reformed church, or 
not. Ours indeed makes her boaſt in her poſſeſ- 
ſion of this grand article; which diſtinguiſhes 
her from the popiſh party and every other human 
ſyſtem of divinity ; being founded upon the ever- 
laſting atonement and perfe& righteouſneſs of the 
| God man, Chriſt Jeſus; who was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions and bruiſed for our iniquities; and 
who, magnified the law and made it honourable: 
in conſequence of which, God can be juſt, and 
yet the juſtifier of the ungodly. Mercy flowing 
down to ſinful, miſerable man in ſuch a channel 
muſt, one would think, be very acceptable to all: 
and one would imagine, none would refuſe that, 
without which they muſt be for ever miſerable, 
only becauſe it *comes. to them freely, without 
money and without price. But fo it is, that not- 
withſtanding God has vouchſafed to reveal his will 
concerning his mercy; that it may be obtained 
in this way and in no other; even by faith; which 
as a hand, receives it as a free gift; yet few, very 
few are brought down to theſe terms. If they 
D | ſee 
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ſee any need of it; they want to purchaſe it: for 
not admitting the doctrine of original ſin and the 
corruption of their nature, in the light the ſcrip- 


tures hold it forth; they fondly imagine they are 


rich enough in virtue and good works to atone 
for their ſins and procure the favour of God : 


eſpecially ſince God is become reconcileable by 
the death of Chriſt; having (ſay they) on account 


thereof abated the rigour of his law, and propo- 
| fed fuch mild terms to us; that now, if we do 
all that lies in our power, and perform ſincere 


obedience to his commands, he will forgive us 
our fins and reward us with eternal life. Hence 


it is that inſtead of our hearing this fundamental 


doctrine preached in our churches, and proclaim- 


; ed, as it ought to be, upon the houſe-tops ; we 


hear it rather exploded as a moſt abſurd notion 
and quite irrational; to ſuppoſe that God can 
accept us, either without any regard to our good- 


'*nefs, or before we have done any good to recom - 


mend us to his favour : or that he will accept us 
wholly on account of what another has done; 


and upon the eaſy terms of believing too : this 


they can by no means admit of. But we are ex- 


horted and preſſed to live moral lives, and to do 
good works; and then we need not fear of ob- 


taining the mercy of God, and of being happy 


with him hereafter. 


This is the general ſtrain in which we are ad- 


' "dreſſed from the pulpir of our modern divines; 


* 


— notwith- 
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notwithſtanding the church, of which they pro- 
feſs themſelves to be miniſters, aſſerts plainly in 
her eleventh article; That we are accounted 
<« righteous before God, only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and 
not for our own works or deſervings. Where- 
ce fore that we are juſtified by faith only is a moſt 
„ wholeſome doctrine and very full of comfort, 
e ag more largely. is expreſſed in the homily of 
« juſtification.” And to ſhew the inſufficiency 
of our own good works (as they are called) for 
this great end, in her hirteenth article ſhe ſpeaks 
thus: Works done before the grace of Chriſt 
and the inſpiration of his Spirit are not pleaſant 
« to God—yea, rather for that they are not done 
as God hath willed and commanded them to 
„ be done, we doubt not but they have the na- 
< ture of ſin”—PFew, I think, will venture to aſ- 
ſert, that finful works have any merit in them. 
"Theſe articles are pretty full to. the purpoſe, but 
I ſhall ſubjoin a paſſage from the Homily on the 
Salvation of mankind by only Chriſt our Saviour 
which ſeems (if poſſible) to be ſtill more ſtrong 
and explicit Becauſe all men be ſinners and 
« offenders againſt God, and breakers of his law 
* and commandments; therefore can no man by 
< his own acts, works or deeds, SEEM THEY 
<© NEVER sO GOOD, be juſtified and made righteous 
« before God: but every man of neceſſity is con- 
* en to ſeek for another righteouſneſs of 

| | D . Juſtification 
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juſtification - our juſtification doth come freely 
« by the mere mercy of God. So that Chriſt 
© is now the righteouſneſs of all them that truly 
« do believe in him. Hz for them paid their 
“ ranſom by his death: nz for them fulfilled the 
lav in his life.” —And as if our church intended 
we ſhould always keep this truth in mind when- 
ever we implore any bleſſing of the Almighty ; 
almoſt all her prayers and collects end with“ for 
« the ſake, or though the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
« 9c.” to let us know that no temporal or ſpiritual 
bleſſing whatever can come to us in any other way, 

or upon any other account, than as the purchaſe 
of his blood, 1 W N 1 
twirt God and man. 

And of all the truths in the word of God "PE 
is none that ſhines with a mare clear and tran- 
ſJcendent luſtre than this, From Geneſis to the 


- Revelations it is every where either exprefsly af- 


ſerted, or plainly implied. God, knowing well 
the heart of man, how prone he is to arrogate 
fome honour, and attribute ſome glory to himfelt 
from every thing that he does, repeatedly declares 
to the people of Iſrael (and tells them he would 
have them know it and conſider it too,) that it 
was not for their ſakes, or for their righteouſneſs, 
that he did ſuch wonderful things for them: for 
as the prophet declares, all their righteouſneſes (and 
ours too) were but as filthy rags. This great 
truth was 3 whole moſaick 
| CECONOMY + 
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economy: all the ſacrifices and waſhings, and 
the other ceremonies and ſervices of the tabernacle 
and temple centered in it: as the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews abundamly ſhews, All pointing to, and 
terminating in, the great antitype, Chriſt Jeſus. 
By faith in him, as revealed in the promiſes and 
typified in facrifices, was Abraham juſtified of 
old: and in the ſame way muſt all be juſtiſied to 
the end of the world: for there is but one faith, 
teſtament is ſo full of this dottrine that it is to be 
found in almoſt every page. A few ſcriptures 
which are full to the point may ſuffice. We are 
juſkified by faith only A mas 4s juſtified by faith 
without the deeds of the lamo that we might be juſ- 
tified by faith— being juftifeed by faith—the juſts- 
Fer of bim that believeth in Jeſus — therefore it is 
f faith that it might be by grace All that believe 
are juſtified from all things — not by the works ef 
the law: by the deeds of the Jaw Pall no fleſh liu- 
ing be juſtified— not of works left any man ſhould 
dboaft— that wo man is juſtified by the law in the 
- fight of God, it is evident—as many as are of the 
works of the lag, are under the curſe—but by 
Cnnisr's RIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED: God impuieth 
righteouſneſs without works—by the obedience of one 
be fin for us wwho knew us An, uhat we might be 
made the righteouſneſs. of God in him — not having 
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my own righteouſneſs which is of the law, but are 


 eobich is through the faith of Chriſt. 


If theſe ſcriptures are not ſufficient to conyince 
a perſon, that a man is juſtified by faith alone 
through the imputation of the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, without any works of his own antecedent 
thereunto; I imagine that either he cannot allow 
of the authority of ſcripture to determine the 
point; or that if all the ſcriptures upon this head 
were adduced, they would prove inſufficient to 
convince him. However I am perſuaded that 
enough paſſages have been produced both from 
the ſcriptures and our church, to prove to any 
candid, unprejudiced perſon, that it is a doctrine 
aſſerted, maintained, and inculcated by both. 
And conſequently all thoſe miniſters who either 
artfully endeavour to undermine the doctrine, or 


'who openly and avowedly oppoſe it, are the 
greateſt enemies to our church; and in effect do 
more towards ſubverting her conſtitution than all 
the emiſſaries of Rome, or the whole band of 


deiſts, atheiſts, and freethinkers, who are com- 


bined together to oppoſe all divine revelation. | 


For like treacherous officers in a citadel who firft 


corrupt the minds of the ſoldiers and then betray _ 
the place into the enemies hands: fo thoſe, being 
appointed to defend our church's doctrines, do, 
by their "unfaithful. conduct, more real injury 


to her cauſe than _ outward force or * 
ſition can 


Leſt 
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Leſt I ſhould be thought too prolix, I ſhall 
mention but one doctrine more, which at this 
day is denied, oppoſed, and treated as altogether 

viſionary and enthuſiaſtic : which is, 
The operations and influences of the Spirit of 
God.— This is that truth, the denial of, and op- 
poſition to which, our land groans under the ac- 
cumulated guilt of; , far beyond any other in 
Chriſtendom. So inſolent and daring in impiety 
are we grown, that notwithſtanding the judg- 
ments and threatenings denounced in ſcripture 
againſt this crime are ſo awful and alarming, as 
to make every one, who believes the a of 
God, to dread the thought of any guilt thereof 
being found upon him; yet it is made fo light of, 
as that the bare mention of it is become the 
ſubject of the moſt prophane wit and banter. 
Although the whole work of man's converſion to 
God, in quickening, juſtifying, ſanctifying, and 
making meet for glory, is aſcribed to the agency 
of the Holy Spirit; yet are his operations upon 
ſinners hearts ſtigmatized for the height of delu- 
ſion, madneſs, and enthuſiaſm : thereby imputing 
to the power of the devil, . what can be effected 
-by the power of God alone. So near do the 
blaſphemies of theſe times border upon thoſe 
which are pronounced in ſcripture to be unpar- 
donable, that it ſeems difficult to diſtinguiſh them, 
But this is not much to be wondered at in the 
n, of Nope when miniſters themſelves 
et 
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ſet the example in the pulpit : yea, when they 
dare aſſert openly in print, that all fuch iaftuences 
af the Spirit are now withdrawn ſince the eſta - 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity in the world: and that 
now the light of reaſon is abundantly ſufficient 
to enable us to underſtand the ſcriptures, and to 
ſupport us in our religious perſeverence; and that 
therefore it muſt certainly be a great mark of 
fanaticiſm to expect any divine communications; 


and highly preſumptuous to imagine that the 


: fcriptures are ſo obſcure as to need the further 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit to explain them. 
But let us attend to the voice of our church 
upon this point; perhaps her ſentiments. are 
ſomewhat different. If I miſtake not, ſhe deli- 
vers her fentiments, at leaſt, in a different man- 
ner in che following paſſage, from the Homiiy on 
«reading the Scriptures: ** Man's human and world- 
ly wiſdom or ſcience is not needful to the under- 
 ftanding of ſcripture, but the REVELATION 
„OF THE HOLY GHOST; who inſpireth 
the true meaning unto them, that with humi- 
% liry and diligence do ſearch therefore.” We 
are taught to pray for his gracious influence in 

almoſt innumerable; places in her collects and 

liturgy; a few of which follow : <©- Cleanſe the 
thoughs of our hearts by the inſpiration of thy 
* Holy Spirit ſend thy Holy Ghoſt and pour 
into our hearts that moſt excellent gift of 
7 eee down upon our biſhops and 


"7-8 curates 
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K curates, Sc. the healthful Spirit of thy grace 
„ —grant that we. being regenerate, &c. may 
< be _ daily renewed by thy Holy Spirit—take 
= not thy. Holy Spirit. from us—the E 
of the Holy Ghoſt be with us all evermore' 
And this ſtrain ſhe breathes throughout; implying 
that whateyer ſpiritual bleſſings are conveyed to the 
ſouls of men, the Holy Spirit is the only agent thereof. 
The Holy Spirit and his gracious influences 
were the grand promiſe of the new teſtament, 
which was often foretold in the old alſo. And 
notwithſtanding there are ſome promiſes: and pre- 
dictions in the old teſtament, which had a pecu- 
lar reference to, and completion i in the, extraor- 
| dinary effuſion of the Spirit on the day of pente- 
coſt ; yet there are "others alſo which have a refe - 
| rence to the. diſpenſation of the goſpel, from the 
time of our bleſſed Lord's aſcenſian i into heaven 
to che end of the world; in which the Spirit is 
promuled 1 in his ordinary operations; and Which 
reſpect his dwelling in the hearts of God's 
people, as a privilege common to them all: 
as, I will dwell in them and walk in them—agree- 
ably to which St. Paul tells the Corinthian con- 
verts, that they were the temple of the Holy Gboft. 
Nor does any foul belong to God according, to 
the ſcriptures, but ſuch as have the Spirit: for, 
if apy man bave not the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none 
of bis —no man can call Feſus, Lord, but by the 
Hop Ste" mary 45 are led 5 the Fe of 
4 E | "__ 
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| God, they 4 are the ſons of God— the Spirit belpeth 
our infirmities ; ; and maketh interceſſi on for 1ᷣ— be 
filled - with the Later will pray the F. ather, and 
abide with ; you for ever, even the Spirit if truth— 
grieve not the Holy Spirit, by whom ye are ſeal aled to 
the day of redemption. From all which (and in- 
numerable other paſſages t that might be cited) it 
is abundantly evident, that the Spirit of God is 
the beginner, the carrier on, and finiſher of the 
whole work of grace in every foul that! 1s ſaved. 
He awakens them to a ſenſe of their guilt and 
danger by nature, and enlightens them to ſee their 
fallen, depraved ſtate * he thews them the ſuf- 
ficiency of Chriſt to fave, them from the Wrath 
of God which hangs over them, i in having become 
their fubſtitute and ſurety ; 5 he enables them to 
believe on him to che Juſtification of their perſons ; ; 
and by his continual influences upon their hearts, 
puriſies them and conforms them to his image: 
he ſupports them in their pilgrimage through 

| this world under all the trials, temptations, croſſes, 
afflictions, and troubles with which they are exer- 
ciſed, ſeals them to the day of redemption, and 
makes them meet for glory. All theſe privileges 
and bleſſings are the effects of the operations of 
the Spirit of God; and communicated by him 
alone. This is the doctrine of ſcripture and, of 
our church : and can miniſters, who ought, to 
guard and defend our church's doctrines as her 
choiceſt 
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choiceſt "treaſure, ' be eſteemed her friends; if, 
Inſtead of defending them, they deny and oppoſe 
them? Rather, are they not her greateſt enemies? 

To avoid prolixity, I have not adduced ſo 
many proofs of the foregoing doctrines, as 1 
might have done, from the ſcriptures and our 
church : but I truſt enough have been produced 
to prove that they are indiſputably the doctrines 

of both, to the ſatisfaction of any that allow of 
the authority of either. Perhaps it was ex- 
peed that I ſhould have quoted and' referred to 
the works of ſome of our divines, ſince I have 
ſo freely charged thera with the denial of theſe 
_ doctrines, in order to. ſupport the charge : but 
that would have been a very invidious taſk, as it 
would make the charge more perſonal : and I 
doubt not but my trouble therein is ſuperſeded, 
in a great meaſure, by a conviction in the con- 
ſciences of thoſe that are guilty thereof by the 
bare mention of it. As many of them muſt be 
conſcious of their having denied as peremptorily, 
and uſed more virulent expreſſions againſt, theſe 
daoctrines and the preachers of them, than what 

I have laid to their charge. 

It may not be improper nor unſeaſonable here 
to give a word or two of anſwer to ſome: of the 
moſt general and popular objections which are 
made to theſe doctrines. For object men will 
and indeed they would want a ſcripture-mark of 
their authenticity, and give great room for ſuſ- 
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piciori that they were not dottrines according to 
gaodlineſs, if che world in general, as well as'thofe 
who content themſelves with a form of godlineſs 
without the power thereof, did not object and 
fight againſt them. I ve reflect a moment on 
the cauſe of che objections which are raiſed againſt 
all inward religion, that it is owing to a rooted 
enmity-in the heart of every natural man againſt 
God and godlineſs 3 we. need not be ſurprized 
that men, who are in the full career of indulging 
| their luſts and paſſions, who are drowned in fen · 
ſuality, and laſt to all ſerious reflection by a round 
of diſſipating amuſementa, ſhould raiſe ohjec: 
tions againſt a 5 which, if once received 
in the love and power of it, muſt neceſſarily de · 
prive them of thoſe „ wherein-they: at pre- 
ſent think ee conſiſts; even. 
the full gratification of every. defire they find 
themſelves poſſeſſed of. And from the fame 
cauſe proceed all the objections which ever were 
or can be raiſed by any man againit the doctrines 
of the goſpel; and all the oppoſition to them 
alſo,” which we find in the world; only with this 
difference, that the degrees thereof depend upon 
the meaſure of anxiety and ſolicitude with which 
they are purſuing the enjoyments of this world. As 
inward religion ftrikes at the root of that happineſs 
which nature ſeeks; no ſooner does the natural 
man hear theſe- truths. preſſed upon him, but 
che Py of his heart is ſtirred up againſt them 
| | And 
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And herein do the more ſober part of mankind, 
who, through the power of education and the fear 
of ſhame, are reſtrained from ſuch criminal indul- 
gencies, agree with the ſenſualiſts, and employ 
all their reaſon, - wiſdotn, and talents, in endea- 


vouring to bring into diſcredit all vital religion. 
In their calm and ſober moments both parties 
| ion is right, ſo long as the profeſſion 
of it can be attended with eaſe and honour; and 
if it admit of a decent indulgence of the luſts of 
the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the pride of life. 
But let us hear what reaſon there is in the common 
objections, and whether they are conſiſtent with 
what the members of our church profeſs to believe. 
And firſt; it is objected againſt theſe W 
| * "that they are; u ene. 1 N 5 
With great readineſs, but with equal concern, 
1 ſubſcribe to the truth and reaſonableneſs of this 
objection. New! indeed they are to moſt of the 
people: but why are they ſo ?—ls it not becauſe 
they are ſeldom heard from our pulpits ? In moſt 
of them they are ſcarcely ever mentioned, except 
it be with ſore mark of contempt : and when by 
any particular providence the people hear thoſe 
truths delivered with any ſuitable warmthand ear- + 
neftnefs, in theirown' pariſh-churches, or (through | 
curioſity) out of them; no wonder that they 
ery. © This is a new and ſtrange doctrine we have 
heard to day; when they have been uſed 
from * to the end to hear 
Uttle 
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tttle elſe but lectures upon dry morality; except 
' when they are cautioned againſt liſtening to the 
deluſions that are abroad in the world, and the 
decetvers of the day; which (they are told) will 
make them more fit for bedlam than ſociety, if 
they regard them. That theſe doctrines are not 


nero to our church, but are eſſential to her conſti- 


tution as a proteſtant church, has, I think, been 
ſufficiently ſhewn. Therefore it is owing to the 
negligence of her miniſters in preaching them, 
that they appear new to the people; and not 
to any novelty in the doctrines themſelves. 
A ſecond objection is, That they are enthu- 
ec faſtic; and that thoſe who hold them pretend to 
* impulſes and feelings; which is a true mark of 
& fanatici ſin, it being inconſiſtent with reaſon.“ All 

who make their religion to conſiſt in a round of 
duties, as well as thoſe who ſet up the dim light of 
unaſſiſted reaſon to judge of ſpiritual things by, have 
entered their proteſt againſt every thing that may 
be felt in religion. Nicodemus of old, when our 
Lord talked with him about ſpiritual things, 
Which his reaſon could not comprehend, replied 

with a modeſt ſurprize; How can theſe things 
„ be? Our modern Nicodemites, deſtitute of 
the modeſty. which he poſſeſſed; with, an air of 
haughtineſs, ſelf-confidence, arid felf-fufficiency;'in 
direct contradiction to the expreſs declarations of 
ſcripture, exclaim, © theſe things are not ſo..— 
And why? Becauſe they have never experienced 
7 toy 
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| any thing like i it themſelves. What excellent ad- 
vocates theſe are for religion! and what a fine 
encomium they thereby paſs upon it ! when they 
deny that there is any thing to be felt i in it. Is it 
to be wondered at, that ſo few are zealous in its 
cauſe, when they are required to deny themſelves 
many gratifications of ſenſe, and, it ſeems, they 
are to have nothing in return! ? Poor encourage- 
ment this ! for a perſon immerſed in ſenſuality to 
embrace it : hardly will he be perſuaded to give 
up a certain happineſs (poor as it is) for one that 
18 only i in idea. Our religion promiſes 1 its votaries, 
the moſt permanent and ſubſtantial happineſs; not 
only hereafter, but a preſent enjoyment of it, in 
ſuch A degree and meaſure; as to be far ſuperior 
to any that this world affords. It promiſes 
PEACE, Joy, LOVE; : , CONSOLATION and COMFORT 
under afflictions and outward diſtreſſes. And can 
a man have theſe bleſſings and yet fee} nothing of 
them! ? Who 1 is the enthufi aft then ? He who ſays 
he can feel peace, joy, Sc. when, he poſſeſſes 
them; or he who ſays he can not? I ſhould eſteem 
that man a perfef ent hi aft who ſhould. tell me 
that he was in poſſeſſion of a real | happineſs, ſu⸗ 
perior to any that che carnal delights of ſenſe af- 
ford; yet he had no ſenſe or Feeling of it. The 
plain queſtion is chis—4 Whether | a man knows 
When he is miſerable and when he i is happy *— 
Whether a perſon, who has been in great diftreſs 


of mind from an apprehenſion of the wrath of 


an 


— 
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an angry God, and is delivered from it, can be 
ſenſible of the alteration of his ſtate ? Or whether 
he, who. orice hated God, his word, his ordinances, 
his laws, and his people, being brought to love 
him and delight in him, can be ſenſible of the 
change wrought. in him thereby! ? What an inſult 
is it offering to a man's underſtanding, to tell him 
he cannot be ſenſible of any. of theſe things? 

Weak, exceedin g weak, is the objection againſt 
theſe truths, which is founded upon their being 
inconſiſtent with reaſon. Men ſhould be well ac- 
quainted, I think, with all the operations in nay 
ture, and be able to give a very. ſatisfactory ac- 
count of the manner of the iſtence of eyery 
object around them, and A full demonſtrative 
proof, that. all the wonders of the creation. are 
fathomable and explicable by the line and compaſs 
of man's reaſon ;, before they reject any truth men- 
tioned in the {criprures, only becauſe they. cannot 
| comprehend, * ho it can be.” There js a pro- 
feſſed ignorance, in all men with regard to the 
former, and yet notwithſtanding they will dare to 
reject the latter upon account of the myſteriouſneſs 
of them. Our Lord himſelf, in eondeſcenſion 
to our weak, finite capacities, ay compared the 
operations of the Spirit upon the ſouls of men to 
thoſe of the wind: he tells us, we bear the ſound 
thereof (we, are ſenſible of its effects ;) but cannot 
tall aubence it cometh, or whither it goeth : ſo is 
every. one (he- Sw. 4 thet. 7 is bern of the Spirit 
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Can any one explain how the wind and ſun concur 
in their operations and influences in carrying on 
the wonders of vegetation ? That it is ſo we are 
certain: we ſee it, and admit it, although we can- 
not explain the manner how it is done. And can- 
not God, who created the ſoul of man, act upon 
it by his Spirit, (although it be in a way unac- 
countable to us) as well as the ſun in the heavens 
act upon this dull inanimate earth? Men who 
make their own benighted reaſon the ſole arbitreſs 
in theſe matters, will ever be ſtumbling upon 
fome difficulty or other. For until reaſon be 
brought to ſubmit to revelation, and to act " 
ſubordination to it, ſhe is a mere ignis fatyus ; 
very unſafe guide. Nor does revelation any more 
deſtroy the faculty* of reaſon, than light deſtroys 
the organ of ſight. St. Paul, who was a com- 
petent judge in this matter, has informed us of 
the true reaſon why men object againſt theſe 
things : The natural man, ſays he, recei veth not 
the things of the Spirit of God; for they are fooliſh- 
meſs unto him: neither CAN he know' them = 
cauſe they are ſpiritualy diſcerned. . 
Another objection, which is very gravely, a 
ſometimes very warmly advanced, is, That to 
« preach ſalvation by faith alone in the imputed 
* righteouſngſs of Chxiſt, is to preach againſt good 
* works; at leaſt, it does not ſufficiently ſecure 
the intereſts of morality.——In this humane and 
"yy charitable age, and eſpecially i in this king- 
SH F | dom, 
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dom, where our cities are environed with ſamp- 


tuous hoſpitals for the relief of the afflicted, dif- 
treſſed, and miſerable; which ſerve as fo many 
monuments of, and proclaim aloud to all, the 


humanity, compaſſion, and charitableneſs of the 


inhabitants: yea, when we can boaſt of ſuch ſig- 


nal acts of extenſive beneficence, whereby the 
natives of foreign countries can teſtify, with the 
warmeſt ſenſe of gratitude, to the compaſſion and 
munificence of the people of this land : I fay, 
when this age is thus diſtinguiſhed by the many 
| ſhining works of mercy and compaſſion, of which 
it can boaſt ; ſurely a perſon ought to be very 
ca utious how he treads upon ſuch forbidden 
ground, as to diſcourage, even in appearance 


only, the practice of good works, or to ſpeak 


flightingly of them. For my own part, if thoſe 
doctrines before-mentioned, are juſtly chargeable 
with having any ſuch tendency, and it can be 
made appear ſo; I would immediately renounce 
them, as doctrines not of God: yea, if it can- 
not be made appear, that they furniſh a man 
with the nobleſt and moſt diſintereſted motives, 
ſpringing from the moſt coercive principle, for 
the practice of all ſocial duties and moral virtue, 
I defire to be ſtigmatized for an enemy to virtue 


| and all good works. But ſurely thoſe who make 


"this objection, and bring againſt theſe doctrines 


this unjuſt charge, mult be utter ſtrangers to 


them in their hearts, 1 not in their heads. 


— 
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„ 


Indeed the objection is a right concluſion from 
ſuch premiſes as theſe; © that there is Ng 
by to be felt in religion.” 
I preſume it will be readily granted me, that 
Tov is the moſt active, as well as the moſt diſ- 
intereſted principle that man can act from: and 
alſo, that when LOVE is kept alive and flaming in 
the heart of a man by a grateful ſenſe of innu- 
merable bleſſings and benefits received, it actuates 
him fo powerfully, that he readily and chearfully 
performs every act of obedience required by the 
object of his love; he even rejoices at every op- 
portunity that offers of teſtifying his gratitude, 
and deteſts the very thought of doing any thing 
that might give offence. 
But can any ſyſtem of ethics furniſh a man 2 
this principle ? ? Can the amiableneſs of virtus 
create it in him? Or can the fear of puniſhment. 
and hope of reward produce it ?—No, nothing 
but the goſpel can. All real, genuine good 
works, all ſound morality, flow from the princi- 
ple of LOVR To Gop, which is the fruit of a ſav- 
ing faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and a diſcovery of the 
love of God towards us in him; for zwe love him 
becauſe be firſt loved us: and it implies in the 
very nature of the thing, that we muſt have ſome 
perſuaſion or conſciouſneſs of this love of God 
towards us, before we can love him; which is 
only the effect of it. When, therefore, we re- 
ceive the grace of God as a free gift, and as the 
purchaſe of Chriſt's blood; when we are par- 
| ED doned, 
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doned, juſtified, adopted into the family af God, | 
and have his love ſhed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghoſt ; then, and not till then, are we 
thoroughly furniſhed with right principles for true, 
acceptable obedience. Then the true believer 
rejoices to do the will of God; for he gelights in 
Bis law: after the imward man, and abhors all man- 
ner of ſin. And let any man of candour judge, 
whether, if a perſon thinks he has purchaſed or 
merited the love and favour of another by his 
good offices, he can love him in return with the 
fame ardor of affection, as if he were conſcious 
of his own unworthineſs of that perſon's love 
and yet he nevertheleſs had given him the moſt 
ſignal marks of his love towards him. Suppoſe, 
for inſtance, two men vere convicted of high 
treaſon againſt their ſovereign, and were waiting 
for the dreadful hour when they were to receive 
condign puniſhment for their crime: ſuppoſe his 
majeſty, out of his mere free-grace, was pleaſed | 

to extend his mercy towards them both, and ac- 
cordingly diſpatched a meſſenger with their free 
pardon to the priſon in which they lay : one of 
them, we will imagine, receives moſt cordially 
and thankfully the welcome news, and tranſported 
with a ſenſe of the royal clemency, burns with 
gratitude towards his ſovereign. The other, vainly 
imagining the king had heard of his good offices 
and kindneſs towards his fellow-priſoners, receives 
the pardon indeed—but receives it; as what his 
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orb merit had moved the king to beſtow upon him. 
Which of theſe two now is likely to be the moſt 
dutiful and obedient ſubject, and to love the king 
the moſt ?— 

But unluckily for the eſpouſers of this objec- 
tion it is uſually anſwered by the ſame people that 
make it. For we hear them continually finding 
fault with the /trifneſs and preciſeneſs of the 
lives of the advocates for thoſe doctrines. And 
why are the preachers of them ſo often called 
upon to preach charity ſermons, if they decry the 
practice of good works? But Wiſdom i is juſtified 
of her children; and even her enemies ſometimes; 
very cinvictngdy; bear their teſtimony to them 
alſo. Far, very far, are theſe miniſters from de- 
crying the practice of good works: but they ex- 
elaim moſt vehemently againſt their being truſted 
in, as if they merited any thing at the hands of 
God: and well they might, for they are too jea- 
lous of their maſter's honour, to ſuffer his crown 
to be plucked from his royal head, and put upon 
the head of a creature; which all in effect do, 
who attribute any thing of merit to their works 
in the ſight of God. Why then, ſay theſe objec- 
tors, You do deny the uſe, and do not pro- 
Wide for the practice of them.” Neither the 
one nor the other. The uſe of them is great; 
their end being to glorify God, and to benefit 
mankind : and the motives to the practice of 


them ny gratitude and love to God, ſpringing 


from 
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from faith in Jeſus Chriſt, who gave bimſelf fer 
us, that be might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
_ - purify unto bimſelf a peculiar people, ZEALOUS 
Oo GOOD WORKS. Therefore the firſt and 
chief work of - theſe miniſters is, to labour to 
bring the people acquainted. with their true ſtate 
by nature; and to direct them to Jeſus Chriſt, 
that they may be graffed into him by a vital faith; 
in whom alone they can find grace and ſtrength 
to enable chem to perform any acceptable 
obedience. 
"know $6 * is often * in * 
the neceſſity of gõod works to our juſtification ; 
and, what is worſe, (moſt ſorely againſt his will) 
he is brought forth to confront his brother Paul, 
But a little attention to the different ſubjects they 
are writing on, would diſcover à perfect harmony 
between them. St. James ſpeaks not of the juſ- 
tification of our perſons in the ſight of God, but 
of our faith before men; and ſays, for a man to 
pretend to a faith which can ſave him before God. 
and that faith produces no fruit before men, he de- 
ceives himſelf. St. Paul, on the other hand, ſayͤs 
we are juſtified in the ſight of God by faith alone; 
but it is ſuch a faith as works by love, and is 
productive of good works; otherwiſe it is not a 
due juſtifying faith. So far are theſe apoſtles. 
from claſhing with one another, that they both 
aſſert and maintain the ſame W both pleading 
ha an __ lively faith. 


. 
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Another paſſage produced from ſcripture, in 
ſupport of the merit of good works, is that in 
the. twenty fifth chapter of St. Matthew ; where 


our Lord himſelf, in deſctibing the proceſs of the 
laſt judgment, recites the good works of the 
faithful to their everlaſting honour before men and 
angels; and even (ſay thoſe merit-mongers) attri- 


butes to theſe their ſalvation, and rewards them 
with eternal happineſs upon account thereof; by 
ſaying, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, Sc. — for 
I was an bungered, and ye gave me meat, Gc. Ge. 


-—But it does not appear from hence that our 
Saviour mentions theſe works of theirs as any 


; procuring cauſe, of their being bleſſed of his 
Father, or of their right and title to eternal life: 


| he only chara&erizes them by them; as we would 


refer a-perſon to the fruit to prove that a tree is 


alive and good. He calls them bleſſed of his Fa- 
ber, and then points to the fruits or effects of 


their being ſo; as a demonſtrative proof. And 
ſo little did they. truſt to, or depend upon what 


they had done, that they are repreſented as hav- 


hungred, Fc. Sc. And there is one particular 
mentioned in the paſſage, which the advocates 
for the merit of works would do well to conſider 


a little, before they produce it in ſupport of their 


favourite tenet :, which is this, namely; that our 


Lord does not mention one act of kindneſs done 


to any but thoſe that were his brethren, which he 
5 accepts 
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accepts as done to himſelf. From whence I infer 
that they muſt have been firſt united to Chriſt, 
and did all from a principle of love to him; and 
to them as brethren, and in the name of diſciples + 


| conſequently all the moſt ſplendid works that are 


not done in faith, from the ſame motives, and. 


directed to the ſame end, cannot be ſuch as are 


here mentioned: and it further implies, that they 
muſt have been pardoned and their perſons ac- 
cepted, before their ale could urn Air 
ſo. 

What are all the-refined, nd ſentiments of 
morality and virtue! ſo much extolled in the 
world? What is that di/intereftedneſs, and univer- 


| fal benevolence! which the deiſtical gentlemen 


make their boaſt of? What, the great patriotiſm! 
the noble principles of honour ! which the great 
amuſe us with the talk of? What are any or all 
of theſe, compared with the motives and princi- 
ples for the practice of morality and virtue, with 
which the goſpel furniſhes a man? Are they not 
mere empty boaſt, and lighter than vanity itſelf ? 
The former kind, (contrary to what it pretends 
to) contracts and confines the heart — the latter 
enlarges, dilates, and expands it. SzLF, with 
the one, is the great firſt cauſe of all that is done 


all proceeds from, all terminates in sEIr— the 


other; annihilates ſelf, and ſacrifices all its own in- 
tereſts, that ſtand in the way of the glory of God 
1 the a of mank ind: both which it 1 
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has ultimately in view. The fruit which ſprings 
from that, is like the apples ſaid to grow in 
Sodom; fair indeed to the eye, but within, 
nothing but duſt or rottenneſs—what 7his produces 
is profitable to its owner and to mankind, and is 


acceptable to God. And (what is the peculiar 


diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic) while the fr 


prompts a man to hate his enemies; to reſent 
and ſeek revenge for injuries; and, for a trifling,or 

ſuppoſed offence, to bathe his ſword in the heart's 
blood of the aggreſſor the /a/# prompts a man 
to love his -moſt implacable foes; to for- 
give and paſs by, with a noble ſpirit, all inſults 
and injuries of a trivial nature; and to ſeek no 
other revenge or recompence for greater offences, 
than to juſtify himſelf or his conduct, and to 
overcome the evil with good: and if the crime 
committed againſt him be ſuch as the law con- 


demns; he, with reluctance, as a duty he owes 


to his country, gives him up into the hands of 
juſtice ; yet forgives, and prays for him. 
Nothing but this mighty working of the Love 
or Go, can take the love of fin out of the heart, 
and create a deteſtation of it there, as molt loath- 


ſome and offenſive to his purity and holineſs. 


Therefore it is a vile in/inuation concerning the 


doctrines of free grace; © that they lead to licen- 
tiouſneſs: and a moſt flanderous report againſt the 


"RR thereof, that they ever imply or fay; 
:, © 08 a let N 
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& Jet us do evil that good may come - Which 
ſtirred up ſuch a holy indignation in the great 
apoſtle, Paul; that knowing the malicious enmity 
of heart from whence it proceeded, and that it 
could be ſuggeſted by none but the infernal ſpirit ; 
he does not ftop to refute the curſed thought with 
any arguments, but aſſuming a proper authority 
in his maſter's cauſe, he thunders out an anathema 
againſt the propagators of it, with an awful 
emphaſis—*< whoſe damnation is Ju „Leet all 
ſuch hear and tremble. 

I am ſorry, my Lords and reverend Sirs, that I 
have detained you ſo long in my reply to this 
objection: but it appearing to me to be the moſt 
plauſible one, and the principle upon which it 
proceeds, to be founded in utter ignorance of the 
true ſtate of the caſe ; I flatter myſelf I ſhall be 

the more readily excuſed for having been pretty 
full in my anſwer to it. And I will beg leave to 
cloſe my anſwer to it with a paſſage from the ſa- 
cred word: which, I think, is very pertinent to 
the point, and expreſſes the whole of man's ſal- 
vation by grace in ſo ſhort a compaſs, that it may 
be called, the goſpel in epitome.” | 
1 paſſage referred to is in the third chapter 
of the epiſtle to Titus, verſe the third and follow- 
ing; which I ſhall put down at length, and make 
no comment on the words, becauſe they expreſs 
ſo clearly z (1) what all men are by nature; 


* 
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(2) how they are made partakers of grace and 
falvation ; and (3) the fruits and effects conſe- 
quent thereupon.—He ourſelves alſo were fome- 
times fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers 
luſts and pleaſures, living in malice and envy, hate- 
ful, and hating one another. But after that the 
kindneſs and love of God our Saviour towards man 
appeared; NOT BY WORKS OF RIGHT EOUS- 
NESS WHICH WE HAVE DONE, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ;, which 
| be fhed on us abundantly through Feſus Chriſt our 
Saviour; that being juſtified by his grace, we 
ſhould be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I 
| vill that thou affirm conſtantly that they which 
have believed in God, might. be CAREFUL TO 
MAINTAIN GOOD WORKS. Theſe things are 
good and profitable unto men. 
It is alſo faid; © that the preachers of theſe 
« doctrines drive people to deſpair; and are prea- 
chers of damnation” It is really ſurprizing to 
ſee what ſhifts' men are ſometimes put to when 
they endeavour to defend a bad cauſe; which, 
in order to ſerve ſome bye-ends, or to juſtify 
their own conduct, they have eſpouſed. They 
will raiſe a duſt before the eyes of others, to keep 
them from the true knowledge of that which 
would diſcover their diſhoneſty: and this they do, 
| G 2 by 


— — edu - l 
— —᷑ CO 
> — : - 
- 
* 


1891 


by repreſenting the knowledge of it as produc- 
tive of the moſt horrid and dreadful conſequences; 
thereby to prejudice their minds againſt it, and 
to prevent their enquiry into the matter. 

As to the former part of this objection, viz. 
e that theſe preachers drive people to deſpair :” 
there are indeed two kinds of deſpair which the 


true miniſters of the goſpel are ever labouring to 


bring their hearers into: the firſt is, a DESPAIR of 
ever being ſaved IN their fins, the other, 4 
DESPAIR of being ſaved by their own ſtrength; by 


any thing they have done or can do. And theſe 
they endeavour to affect, by convincing them of 
their natural impotence ; by ſhewing them the 


imminent danger they are in of being damned 
on account of their ſins, original and actual; 
and by ſetting before them the terrors of the 
Lord; which they commonly do in the very 
words of ſcripture. Therefore, if the conſequence 
were ſuch, that any were really driven to black 


_ deſpair, fo as to lay violent hands on themſelves ; 


theſe miniſters are not juſtly chargeable with being 
the cauſe thereof; the charge falls upon the word 
of God. But the truth is this; as ſoon as a 
perſon is made ſenſible of his ſinful, miſerable 
ſtate by nature, and has loſt all reliſh for his for- 
mer ſinful enjoyments; and begins to cry out, 


.* what muſt I do to be ſaved :” immediately the 


world fays, he is mad, or in deſpair: becauſe he 


1 

is in earneſt about the ſalvation of his ſoul, pours 
contempt upon the pleaſures of the world, and 
refuſes to run to the ſame excels of riot as before. 
This kind of deſpair I wiſh to ſee more inſtances 
of daily; becauſe it is the trueſt mark that mad- 
men (in God's eſteem) are coming to themſetves ; 
and indicates their being in the right way to ob- 
tain eternal life. 

With reſpe& to the latter part of the 3 
againſt the preachers of the goſpel, viz. that 
< they are preachers of damnation: this they 
leave for the moral, legal preachers to do: for 
their general ſtrain of, pdo—Dpo— has a direct 
tendency to drive people to deſpair, who are in 
any meaſure awakened; and is in effect preach- 


ing of damnation: for the taſk which they have 


aſſigned them, in order to obtain their. ſalvation, 
is what they never can perform; and therefore 
muſt of neceſſity deſpair of God's mercy in that 
way: and as the law to which they are ſent leaves 
all under the curſe, who do not keep it perfectly 
and invariably; ſuch miniſters as addreſs their 


auditories in this ſtrain, may. very juſtly be called, 


preachers of damnation. 

 __ The evangelical preachers act in a far dilforene 
manner. When they, through the bleſſing of 

God upon their miniſtry, have convinced men of 

their guilt and danger, and they are truly pricked 


in their heart; they leave them not in this their 


wounded 
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vounded condition, but apply the healing balm 


of Chriſt's atoning blood, by preaching a free 
and full ſalvation from the curſe of the broken 
law, through what he has done and ſuffered 
for them: which relieves them from their diſtreſs 
of ſoul, and prevents them from falling into 
deſpair. Nor can theſe miniſters be juſtly charged 


with preaching damnation to the people; 'any 


more than for a man, who ſaw another running 
furiouſly along, to tell him a pit was before him, 


"into which he was in danger of falling and of 


loſing his life; would be to ſend him thither : 
although he told him of a way to avoid it. So, 
to warn ſinners of their danger, and to admoniſn 
them to eſcape it, at the ſame time pointing out 
the only way; cannot ſurely, with any colour of 
reaſon, be ſaid, to be ſending people to bell. 
Whereas to call upon ſuch as are convinced of 


their weakneſs and helpleſſneſs, to a ſtrict obſer- 


vance of the moral law, as a condition of their 
ſalvation; is as great a mockery, as to call to a 
man, lying in extreme pain and miſery with all 
his joints diſlocated, and to bid him get up and 
run a race, as a condition of his * made 
ſound and whole. 

And let none imagine that to peak thus of the 


inſufficiency of the moral law to ſave us, is to 
derogate in the leaſt from its honour or uſefulneſs. 
It is a * of the divine mind and will ;. it 


indicates 
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indicatestheholineſsand purity of all the perfections 
of JEHOVAH,; and it is a perfect rule of action to 

his intelligent creatures. Let can no man recover 
e favour of God, or obtain life, by keeping it; 
it being become weak for that end through the 
fall; for if there had been a law given which could 
. bave given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been 
by the law. Wherefore then ſerveth the law?” 
II was added becauſe of tranſpreſſions ; replies 
the apoſtle to this queſtion: and its uſe in the plan 
of man's redemption is, to convince of fiu—to 
diſcover to a man the depravity of his nature and 
1 the ſinfulneſs of his life; it is a ſcboolmaſter to 
1 bring bim to Chriſt, who is the end of the law for 
7 righteouſneſs to every believer ; and it is the way, - 
in which he is to walk with God after he is re- 1 
conciled to him. And herein alone is the law i 
made truly honourable, and its uſe eſtabliſhed : 
its. ſanctions having taken place upon, and its 
precepts having been perfectly obeyed by, the 
Gop-Man, Chriſt Jeſus. But every other way of 
; honouring i it, is caſting only the higheſt indignity | 
both upon the law and the hr giver. 
| I truſt I have made it appear that theſe doctrines 
which are commonly charged with novelty, entbu- 
 foaſm, and madneſs; and as tending to licentiouſneſs, 
and driving people to deſpair and damnation, are the 
very doctrines of the reformation, and perfectly 
_ conſiſtent with the Keptures: and likewiſe, that 
thoſe 
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thoſe which are ſubſtituted ; in their ſtead, by the 


miniſters who reject them, are of a direct con- 


trary nature, and quite * to the word 
of God. 


And now, my Lords and reverend Gentlemen ; 
this being a true ſtate of the caſe, is it at all to 


be wondered at, that any of the people, when 


they cannot hear thoſe doctrines of the reforma- 
tion (which they know by happy experience to 


be the poꝛer of God unto ſalvation) in their own 
pariſh churches, will a& fo irregularly, as to go 
elſewhere to hear them ? or that thoſe miniſters 


who know the obligation they lie under to preach 


the goſpel, from their oaths and ſubſcriptions, 


and from an awful ſenſe of the importance of the 


diſpenſation committed to them, of which they 


muſt one day give a ſtrict account; that theſe, 
when denied the uſe of pulpits in the church, 


will not remain filent, but will preach the goſpel 


where they can, rather than incur the guilt of 


ſouls being loſt through their negligence, and thoſe 


woes denounced againſt careleſs, ſlothful ſhepherds } 
in the ſacred word? Who are the true miniſters | 


of our church, thoſe that make conſcience of 


preaching her doctrines, or thoſe that do not? 
And what effrontery muſt they have! who call 
themſelves miniſters, yet dare to ſtigmatize thoſe 
Who pay a proper regard to their oaths and 
* and who are mans. aaa in the 

work 


* 
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work of the miniſtry, with the names of entbufþ- 
oafts, madmen, and enemies to the church; when it 
is evident that they themſelves are her enemies, 
by ſapping her very foundations, and throwing 
wide the floodgates of error. Surely my Lords, 
Sc. it cannot have come to your knowledge that 
there are ſuch a number of undutiful, faithleſs 
ſons in the very boſom of our church; or, one 
would imagine, they muſt have incurred your 
Lordſhips ſevereſt cenſure ere now. What muſt 
the common people think (who give themſelves 
any concern or trouble about the matter). when 
they hear their miniſters read our orthodox church 
ſervice in the deſk, and as ſoon as they get into 
the pulpit, condemn and inveigh againſt every 
fundamental truth, which they had juſt before 
been reading ; as if they endeavoured to make a 
continual claſhing between the deſk and the pulpit? 
How can any who know the worth of their fouls, 
and the great importance of their ſalvation, truſt 
the care of them with thoſe who act ſuch a diſ- 
honeſt part? 
; Do not our preſent circumſtances call aloud for 
redrefs ? Are not all ranks and degrees of men 
amongſt us (a very few only of each excepted) 


caſting off all reſtraint, trampling upon all laws, 


human and divine, and ruſhing with the greateſt 
impetuoſity down the broad road to deſtruction? 
Live not men at preſent as if they were avowed 
H atheiſts, 


*; 


atheiſts, and as though there were no God to 
Judge the earth? And ſince the means that have 
"been uſed of late, to ſuppreſs the different kinds 
of wickedneſs which abound in our land, have 
proved fo ineffectual, that the diſeaſe rages and 
grows worſe, even under the phyſicians hands; 
ſhould not ſome other remedy be tried? We 
have had Morality! MORALITY | preached up 
in our churches ſo long, till there is ſcarcely any 
morality left t amongſt us. Witneſs the abomina- 


| tions of the times. What ſcandalous immoralis 


ties are there practiſed in the face of the ſun ! 
What horrid prophaneneſs, impiety, and blaſ- 
phemy abound in our land! What violence, op- 


» preſſion, and extortion walk our ftreets at noon 


day! And what ſcenes of lewdneſs, riot, and de- 
bauchery are there nightly tranſacted there ! to the 

ſhame of this highly favoured land, which vainly 
boaſts in the name of, Chriſtian ; in its liberties, 

its laws, and other peculiar privileges. Would 
not many heathens bluſh for us, were e 387 

tators of our horrid crimes? | 

ang whence proceed all theſe abominations, 
and that ſpirit of Lcentiouſneſs which every where 
prevails? What is the reaſon that vice and im- 
morality, oppreſſion, rapine, and injuſtice, rage 
to much amongſt us? That our great people are 

intoxicated with a ſpirit of luxury and ambition; 

and o our common 1 are after pleaſures 
and 
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and diverſions? That all; diſcontented in their 
ſtations, art quitting their own ſpheres, and ruſh- 


ing into thoſe above them? That atheiſm» and 


infidelity gain ground, and that free-thinkers 
ſcoff at all religion, and trample revelation; under 
their unhallowed feet? What is the cauſe of all 
this horrid train of evils,” every where ſo juſtly 
and fo. loudly complained of, portending fome 
dreadful ftorm ready to burſt” over this guilty 
land? However ſtrange and paradoxical it may 
ſeem, and however contrary to the prevailing 
opinion of the day, I dare be bold to affirm; 
that next to the corrupt fountain from hence all 
- theſe ſtreams of impurity flow; namely, the heart 
of man; it is owing to this preaching of mora- 
lity in our churches, which for half a century 
has occupied the place of the COR Ne 
„ of the reformation.- 

Some perhaps may err to \ ſufpe& me to be a 
little turned in the head tou my ſtrange, untar- 
rantable aſſertion, as they may call it: but I. dare 
not retract it: I will rather repeat it, in hopes that 
it will ſtrike with conviction ſome that are guilty 
in the matter: —I ſay, it is owing, in a great 
meaſure, to our miniſters: ſubſtituting lectures of 
morality, in the ſtead of preaching the goſpel of 
Feſus Cbriſt, that ſo little morality is left, and 
that every ſpecies of wickedneſs is grown ſo ram- 
pant amongſt us. For theſe moral harangues 
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upon the beauty of virtue and the deformity of 
vice, together with all the ſpecious arts of rheto- 
fic; of moral ſuaſion, of eloquence, and of ora- 
tary, which are practiſed by our modern, modiſb 
dieines, in order to reclaim the abandoned, and 
to ſtimulate them to the practice of virtue; never 
did, and never will convert a ſinner to God: hav- 
ing only a tendency to flatter mens pride, and to 
fill them with a vain imagination that they natu- 
rally poſſeſs ſome innate, inherent goodneſs; and 
that they not only have a power and ability to do 
what God's law requires of them; but that they 
ban alſo merit by their goodneſs the favour: of 
God and eternal happineſs ; and have a will like- 
viſe to turn to God when they pleaſe. All which 
being ſo directly oppoſite to the true nature and 
genius of the goſpel, and ſo repugnant to the 
whole word of God; that, to vindicate his inju- 
red honour, in having the way of ſalvation, 
Which he has appointed, rejected, and deſpiſed ; 
ne will certainly pour contempt on every other 
expedient, + PEI: is * _ 
oppoſition to his. 

And at preſent he lw us boch fre gd | foe the 
"vanity and inſufficiency of all other ways and 
methods of ſalvation, planned by the reaſon and 
viſdom of man: that they are not at all adequate 
to the end propoſed: nor even ſufficient to effect 
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ble argument God ſeems to be ufing with us at 
this day; to convince us of the depravity of our 


nature, which we are ſo averſe to learn and con- 
feſs, and of the dignity of which we ſo vainly 


boaſt? Does he not ſpeak aloud by the voice of 


his providence, in ſuffering, in ſpite of all the hu- 


man efforts that have been made, an inundation 
of all kinds of wickedneſs, ſcarcely heard of be- 
fore, to overflow this land? And is not this the 
emphaſis of his voice, and the purport. of what 
he utters—** That ſince his goſpel is rejected, and 
« the eſſential doctrines thereof deſpiſed, thoſe 


t that have aſſumed the ſacred office to miniſter 


*« .in holy things, ſhall labour in vain, and ſpend 
etheit ſtrength for nought: that they ſhall ne- 
« yer be able to reſtrain the fierce, paſſions and 
6 diſſolute affections of men by all the: efforts of 


human ſtrength and fill, or by all their ſtudied, 


« elaborate, well-poliſhed diſcourſes 3 in h of 


% moral virtue.“ 


Theſe eloquent, 3 of oi our = ods | 


orators, for the compoſition of which they are 
much indebted to the heathen orators and philoſo- 
phers af old, and for the manner of delivery of 
them, to the ſtage: although they are ſo much 
extolled at preſent, and eſteemed to be (in con- 


junction with the ſtage) a battery of ſtrength and 
force ſufficient to demoliſh all the vices and follies 554 


of: ns a elegance of compo- 
120 ſition, 
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fition, and with reſpect to the effects produced 
by them upon the minds and hearts of men, in 
reſtraining them from immoralities and exceſſes; 
they were far excelled by the orations of the hea- 
thens : notwithſtanding thoſe have the ſuperior 
advantage of the light of revelation, beſides the 
works of theſe: to copy after. And the reaſon 
why our modern orators are leſs fucceſsful in their 
attempts than thoſe of old, is obvious: for they, 
having ho other light to guide them but the light 
of nature, of their depraved reaſon and blinded 
conſciences, were wroughit on by no other argu- 
ments, and actuated by no other motives, than 
what reſpected the fear of puniſhment and hope 
of applauſe or reward, with reference chiefly to 
this life: their notions of futurity being the moſt 
confuſed, precarious, and üncertain. Which 
arguments and motives however being ſtrongly 
enforced, they often proved ſucceſsful. But now, 
under the outward light of the goſpel, wherein 
life and immortality are clearly revealed, and the 
mercy of God ſhines with a tranſcendently glorious 
luſtre, the caſe is far different. Such arguments 
and motives as were uſed by them are now ſuper- 
ſeded, or rendered leſs available, by greater. 
But alas ! though we hear the merey of God much 
extolled and ſpoken of in this our day, yet we 
hear not the goſpel way of obtaining it declared. 
1 250 of men being told they muſt implore it of 
God 
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God as a free gift; they are inſtructed to do all 
the good they can, and then they may ſafely ex- 
pect the mercy of God, in pardoning the few 
failings that they have been guilty pf ; and that 
he will reward their goodneſs with eternal happi- 
neſs. This being the ſtrain in which men are 
generally addreſſed from the pulpit, every one 
rating his own goodneſs and merit far above what 
they deſerve ; the general notion of God's great 
mercifulneſs ſerves only to encourage them in their 
career of indulging their ſinful luſts and paſſions ; 
upon a preſumption that he who is /o  mercifud, 
cannot be ſo /evere as to damn them eternally for 
a few finite, ſmall offences, which they might 
Have been guilty of, in gratifying thoſe paſſions 
which he has implanted within them: but rather, 
that he will give them time to repent and amend 
before they die; and ſo they ſhall obtain mercy 
For their offences, and be rewarded with petal 
glory hereafter, i! 7 . 
The ill effects of this moral mange are dit. 
coverable, not only in the general indifference 
for religion which prevails amongſt us, and the 
immoral lives of moſt profeſſors ; but alſo in the 
conduct of the miniſters themſelves ; for how 
different is it from the ſelf-denied conduct which 
our bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles taught and 
practiſed ? How conformed are they to the cuſ- 
toms of the world? — In — they are too 
* polite 
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' polite and well-bred, to refuſe to join in a party 
at the card-table; or to withſtand the ſolicitations 
of the beau monde, to partake with them of the 
- pleaſures; and amuſements of the age. How an- 
- Xi0us are they after the profits and preferments 
of the world? And how little attentive to, or 
ſolicitous to advance, their maſter's cauſe, or the 
ſpiritual intereſts of their reſpective flocks? Their 
practice but too plainly evinces the unſoundneſs of 
their principles. Were miniſters duly impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of the greatneſs and importance of 
the work of the miniſtry, and of the ſalvation 
of precious ſouls; they could not, I apprehend, 
reliſh ſo much the diſſipating amuſements and 
pleaſures of ſenſe ; or give ſuch countenance, as 
they uſually do, to that love of ibe world, that 
forgetfulneſs of God, and unconcern for eternity, 
Which every where prevail. The fear of men 
reſtrains them from acting faithfully to their 
ſouls in the pulpit, leſt they ſhould give offence; 
and out of it, their hopes and expectations of 
preferment make them very cautious how they 
run counter in their conduct to the diſpoſitions 
and inclinations of thoſe they are connected with, 
or have any dependance upon. And nothing, 
1 am perſuaded, encourages men to enjoy, with 
greater freedom, the pleaſures of the world, 
than, when they are countenanced in it by the 
n of a clergyman. * this conformity 
to 
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to the world of the generality of the miniſters of 


the goſpel. (nominally fo at leaſt) does more 'real 
injury to the cauſe of vital religion than all the 
oppoſition of her avowed enemies. It is the in- 
conſiſtent conduct of the clergy that makes reli- 


gion at fo low an ebb, as it is at preſent; and 


which gives her adverſaries ſo much advantage 
againſt her: for how juſt is the concluſion” which 
they draw if there be any reality in religion, 
* andif it will enable a man to deſpiſe this world 
« and live above it, having his hopes and chief 
« defires fixed on a better; why, ſay they, do 
5 not the clergy tkemſelves, who are the teachers 
« of it, diſcover this in their own conduct? We 


6 ſee they do not; therefore there can be no re- 


6 ality in what they talk of“ And hence the 
univerſal contempt of religion! The rich and 
great, conclude it to be only a neceſſary political 
ſcheme to keep vulgar minds in awe: the wiſe 


and learned of the world, that it is only a trade, 


or prieſtcraft, to fetter the free · born mind of 
man: and the common people, ſeeing all above 
them (who they think muſt know what is right) 
pay no regard to it, ſcorn alſo 1 rem on 
it would put upon them. ft 


_ * Theſe are the genuine frame and natural 8 
ſequences of our moral preaching, which is ſet up 


in oppoſition to the doctrines of the goſpel. And 


for a proof of this aſſertion I appeal to facts, to 


3 and the conſciences of men; and let 


7 


„ 


1 3 theſe 


"theſe ſpeak, whether thoſe are not the ſentiments 
they at preſent entertain; and let any one judge, if 
thoſe fruits do not naturally ſpring from ſuch corrupt 
principles. The name of Chriſtian ſerves only tomake 
men more careleſs and unconcerned about their ſouls 
except the principles of Chriſtianity be received 
into, and become operative upon, their hearts. And 
there cannot be a more dangerous or deſtructive 
opinion, I preſume, than that all who are born 


in a Chriſtian country, and have been baptized, 


are real:Chriſtians: than which nothing can be 
more contrary. to truth: for God knows that 
thouſands in this kingdom are as far from being 
_ Chriſtians, although they have been baptized and 
ſometimes. come to church, as the moſt ſavage, 
unenlightened hottentots. Therefore to addreſs 
a whole congregation from the pulpit as all /rue 
belzeyers, notwithſtanding the lives of the greateſt 
part of them give the lie to the miniſter, and not 
a tenth. part of them, perhaps, knows what vital 
Chriſtianity means; is a moſt dangerous error, 
and big with the moſt pernicious conſequences. 
Children are undoubtedly born in this land with 
a nature which is as much eſtranged and alie- 
nated from God, and at enmity with him, as 
any that are born in Africa ; and notwithſtanding 
the great privileges and advantages of being 
born in a land of goſpel light and liberty, (pri- 
vileges which are indeed invaluable) ; yet they as 
much require a divine power to be exerted to- 
J 


[ 6 f 4 

wards them ere they commence true believers; as 
the others. Being by nature dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins, they muſt be quickened and made alive 
by the Spirit of God, and be enabled ſ to believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt, as to receive him for wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication, and redemption. For 
what the apoſtle ſaid of the Jews is true alſo” of 
Chriſtians, viz. . He is not a Chriſtian which 
is one outwardly, neither is that bapti/m which 
c is outward in the fleſh; but he is a Chriſtian 
which is one inwardly, whoſe baptiſm is that of 
<< the heart by the Spirit, &c.” 

Therefore, my Lords and 3 G 
when a torrent of wiekedneſs is overflowing our 
land, the meaſure of 'our- iniquity appears to be 
full, and we are ripe for deſtruction; when men 
are grown ſo hardened in their erimes, as to 
trample upon all authority, and laugh at all laws; 
vhen the Almighty, juſtly incenſed by our provo- 
cations, awakes his anger, and gives us repeated 
indications of his divine diſpleaſure; and when, 
notwithſtanding this, men are grown ſo bold and 
inſolent, as to ſet their mouths againſt the hea - 
vens, arraign the conduct of their judge, and i im- 
piouſly blaſpheme the holy name whereby we are 
called hen this is the caſe with us; and 'REL1-' 
| 6108, abaſhed at the horrid fight, reclines her 
fainting head, no longer able to behold it 
| N. n. is, to call upon you; Q.ye m- 
Ak 1 "0 '__ b&ſſaders 
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baſſadors of the Lord! and to beſeech you, by all 
that is honourable and important in your func- 
tions, by all your ſacted ties and obligations to 
your Lord, by your love: to your country and 


mankind, and by all that is dear and valuable to 


yourſelves in time and eternity; to exert all your 
power, your influence and abilities, according to 
ing, and cauling to be preached, the everlaſting 
goſpel; as the only remedy for all our national 
evils ; and thus ro ſtem the torrent of infidelity 
and wickedneſs, and to fave this ſinking land 
As lovers of your country then, nds Giants ; 
| atinaniind; would you have another ſcene of 
morality, oppreſſion, rapine, and injuſtice ſuppreſ- 
ſed amongſt us? —PRRAch, and cauſe to be preached, 
TR GOSPEL. Would you have the ſpirit of am- 
bition, of luxury, and pleaſure amongft high 
and loy to ceaſe, and people become contented 
in their ſtations?—P REACH TRE cogper.. Would 
you have athieſm and infidelity loſe ground, and 
free · thinkers ſtoop to hear the voice of revelation? 
nac THE GOSPEL, Would you have curſ- 
ing, ſwearing, the prophanation of days and 
things ſacred, and impieties of all kinds, turned 
into a pute language, the true worſhip of God, 
; and a reverence for his holy: name —PREACRH 
Ki AS 1 THE 
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_Y GOSPEL. And laftly, do you deſire to ſex all 
diviſions and ſeparations from the eſtabliſhed 

church decline; the further ſpreading of popery put 
a ſtop. to, and our long deſerted churches 'and _ 
chapels filled and crowded ?—Let the doctrines, 
the long negiected doctrines of the reformation be 
POWERFULLY PREACHED in them; and all theſe 
happy and deſirable changes would ſoon com: 

mencde. 
This is the PAIN the only effedtual Ney 
for all our complaints, national or private ; the 
only antidote to the poiſon of our nature; and 
the only balm to heal all the maladies thereof; 
becauſe it is the power of God unto ſalvation. 
In vain» does the civil magiſtrate, with activity 
and vigilance, exert his utmoſt authority to put 
our wholeſome laws in execution fot: the fuppte(- 
ſion of vice and wickedneſs; while the miniſter 
of the paſpel, with a ſupine indifference, ſtands 
ſilent and inactive by. Succeſs depends upon 
their joint efforts. In vain do we annually drag 
ſcores of our wretched criminals to the fatal tree; 
or waft in our ſhips hundreds more to foreign 
climes: though neceſſary to be done, yet theſe 
exatnples change not mens hearts, nor even deter 
the hardened wietch from committing; his attro - 
eius crimes under the very gallows, upon which 
his unhappy: brother is ſuffeting the -puniſhmens 
jaſtiy due t0 bis, Ja vain does the Almighty 
eb ſend 


* 


I 9] 


ſend viſitation after » viſitation,” judgment after 


judgment; except he alſo ſend therewith his 


ſoftening grace: otherwiſe men would ſtill remain 


hardened and incorrigible: the impious would be 
impious, and the filthy would be filthy ſtill. The 


word of the ' diſpenſation of this grace is com- 


mitted unto the [miniſters of the goſpel z but if 
inſtead of preaching it pure and unmixed, they 
adulterate it, to make it more agreeable to mens 


vitiated taſtes ; ſhall 'we wonder, if ' inſtead. of 


experiencing its healing virtues and ſalubrious 
qualities, they find 1 it to ve 1 a e of _ 
unto death ? 264 22: 

Now what plea, what 8 chat 3 can 
be urged in vindication of the conduct of thoſe 


| miniſters, who have perjured themſelves and baſe- 
Ip betrayed their truſt; in not only neglecting to 


preach the doctrines of the reformation, (which 


they moſt ſolemnly by oath engaged to do); but 
in rejecting and oppoſing them, and in villifying 


all that do preach them? Has the wiſdom of this 


age diſcovered the nakedneſs of our venerable 
reformers? And is it able to correct the wiſdom 
of God diſplayed in the ſcriptures? If any of our 


great doctors or maſters of arts, by digging deep 
into the profound myſteries of the ſciences, ex- 


ploring the dark caverns of human knowledge» 


or travelling through the gloomy regions of phi- 


waa have diſcovered; a the aid of reaſon's 
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dim light, a PLAN. more worthy of our attention, 
in which the attributes of God better harmonize, 


more efficacious in changing the corrupt heart 


of man, in making him a more uſeful member 


of ſociety, and in enabling him to live more to 


his creator's glory, than THAT which we have re- 


vealed to us in the ſcriptures; ; why cen let them 
bring it forth to light, that its ſuperior excellency 
may be known: let the other be aboliſhed, and 
the new-diſcovered one be by law eſtabliſhed in its 
ſtead: and I dare promiſe them, that if they can 
produce SUCH A PLAN, your Lordſhips will rea- 
dily afford your aid and influence in procuring. it 


all the countenance and ſupport which they them- 
ſelves can deſire. But if there be none hardy 
enough amongſt our learned gentlemen to engage 


in ſuch an enterprize; in the name of God, let 


3 forbear to oppoſe, openly or ſecretly, that 
which we have: yea, rather, let them abide by 


it, and make it the matter and the ſubſtance of 
all their diſcourſes : let them remove as faſt as 
poſſible every thing that tends to obſcure the pure 
light of the goſpel, become zealous defenders of 
its doctrines, and be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon in preaching them. Then will their ſacred 
office be revered, though of late deſpiſed , vice, 
irreligion, and 1 9 will then be forced to hide 
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5 nien and ſalutary influence around them. 
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will again lift up their heads and ſhed their be⸗ 
But if inſtead hereof you remain ſilent, and 

neglect to exert your power and influence to the 
utmoſt, in cauſing the doctrines of the reforma- 
tion to be preached; if you ſuffer our clergy in 
general ſtill to go on denying, rejecting, and ex- 
ploding theſe doctrines; wonder not, my Lordi, 
Oc. if our land be no longer eſteemed that Eden, 
chat happy iſle, (as ſhe has long been) wherein 


peace and plenty, civil and religious liberty, 


good polity and good laws, conſpire to make her 
inhabitants the moſt bleſt and happy of any peo- 


ple under heaven: the opulence and ſtrength of 

Which render her the dread and envy of other lands: 
ut if inſtead thereof, ſhe become the ſeat of 
anarchy and confuſion, and be ſhortly overſpread 
With the dark clouds of popiſh 1 ignorance, ſuper- 
ſtition, and idolatry : or, if abandoned by God, 
as ſhe is abandoned to all wickedneſs, ſhe become 
the reproach and contempt of every other land, 
and abjectly ſubject to a foreign deſpotic power: 
fince RIGHTEOUSNESS, which exalts a nation, 
is no longer to be found in her; and ſhe abounds 

with SIN, which is à reproach to any people. = 
It is an old obſervation, and which has been 
verified by ſignal inſtances in every age; © that 
national crimes draw down from heaven na- 
tional Judgments ; and that the fin may be 
| on often 
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e often read in the puniſhment.” If we attend 


to the many intimations which God hath given us 


of his diſpleaſure for ſome years pait, (though 
not indeed with that ſeverity we had reaſon to ex- 


pect) we ſhall find ſufficient proof to confirm this 
obſervation. The peſtilential diſeaſe amongſt the 


cattle— the awful earthquakes—the dreadful con- 

flagrations in our towns and cities—the inunda- 
tions of water—the long expenſive war—the diſ- 
tractions and unſettled ſituation of the ſtate—the 


murmurs and clamours abroad and at home—and 
the cries and riots of the poor for want of bread. 


— Theſe declare aloud the guilt of our land. 
And do they not alſo reprove us for the general 
abuſe of the favours and bleſſings of heaven? For 
our luxury and voluptuouſneſs ; our pride and 


ambition; our avarice and love of the world; 
and our placing too much confidence in an arm 


of fleſh, and forgetting the God that made and 
upholds us? And theſe viſitations are but the 


ſhaking of his rod. Yet if we take not warning, 
but remain ſtill incorrigible; (as judgments long 


delayed always fall the heavier) we have great 
reaſon to ſuſpect ſome dreadful vengeance to be 
yet in ſtore for our guilty, W ungrateful 


land. 
A general reformation. 18 i wanted; 


and we have had many loud calls to it. And it 


K 11 
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is in your Lordſhips power, as well as your pecu- 
liar province, to uſe the means, the only proba- 
ble means, of effeCting it; I mean, by a due 
_ exertion of your power and influence, in order 
to revive the doctrines of the reformation in our 
churches, and to call all men to repentance, and 
to a belief of thoſe ſalutary truths, which, with 


the bleſſing of God, in impreſſing them by his 


Spirit upon the hearts of men, would wonderfully 
produce ſuch a reformation and change of man- 


ners amongſt high and low, as would avert the 
wrath of heaven, and make God ſtill propitious 


to our highly favoured land. Then would he 
appoint ſal vation around us for walls and for bul- 
warks, and would not turn away from us to do 
us good but would be unto us a wall of fire 
round about, and the glory in the midſt of us: 


our cattle would bring forth thouſands and tens of 


thouſands ; and our land would yield her increaſe : 


_ righteouſneſs would run down our ſtreets like a 


mighty ſtream ; and a pure language would be 
heard amongſt us. As theſe would be the natural 
ices and deſirable effects produced by 
your Lordſhips timely and ſeaſonable interpoſi- 
tion; permit me to repeat it to your Lordſhips, 


that it is the earneſt requeſt and fervent defire of 


many thouſands, that you would ſpeedily call the 
art to an account t for their departure from, and 
| oppoſition 
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- oppoſition to, the eſſential doctrines of our church, 


as contained in her articles, homilies, and liturgy : 
and that you would oblige them all, to the ut- 
moſt of your authority, to preach and in- 
culcate them: and alſo, that proper diſcipline 
may be adminiſtered, (ſuch as our church 


preſcribes) to all amongſt clergy and laiety, who 
ſhall dare henceforward, from the pulpit or the 


preſs, to undermine, oppoſe, or explode, any of 
her received, eſſential truths. 

Though it might appear ſomewhat dees 
tuous in me, to attempt to direct your Lordſhips 
what meaſures to purſue, in order to accompliſh 


more effectually this reformation ; yet I cannot 


help taking the liberty to hint at one, which 
would not only facilitate it gieatly, if immediately 
attended to; but which alſo appears to me to be 
abſolutely neceſſary to the accompliſhment of it. 
My meaning is, your Lordſhips having it in your 
power to ordain to the work of the miniſtry ſuch 
only as you pleaſe; you may therefore peremp- 
torily and reſolutely refuſe to ordain all ſuch, 


(however ſtrongly recommended by their friends) 


as cannot produce the moſt undoubted teſtimo- 
nies of their unimpeachable moral characters: 
and who, upon a ſtriẽt examination before your 
Lordſbips in perſon, cannot give the cleareſt evi- 


dence of their cordial belief of, and ſteady at- 
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tachment to, the doctrines of our church; ſince 


they lay themſelves under the moſt ſacred obliga- 


tions to preach and abide by them. This would 
alſo prevent their entrance into the miniſtry with 
a ſolemn lie in their mouths to the Holy Ghoſt : for 
what leſs is it, when they anſwer in the affirma- 
tive to that awful, important queſtion, put by 
your Lordſhips to each candidate: Do you truſt 
that you are inwardly moved by the Holy 
« Ghoſt, &c.”—if at the ſame time they do not 
firmly believe the doctrines in their hearts, which 
they thus ſolemnly take upon them the admini- 
tration of? It is much to be feared, that the 


motives and impulſes which actuate thoſe that are 


commonly admitted to holy orders, do not come 
from the Holy Ghoſt: but if we may judge from 


their future conduct, they are in wardly moved by the 


hopes of a good benefice and church- preferments. 
And if theſe are the prevailing motives with our 
divines, to take the ſacred office upon them; we 
need not be ſurprized at their conduct afterwards, 
when we ſee them ſolicitous and zealous about 
nothing ſo much, as how to advance their worldly 

intereſts, and to gratify the deſires of the fleſh. 
Having endeavoured to prove the charge to be 
juſt, which I have brought againſt the generality 
of the clergy ; namely, © that they have renouncd 
the doctrines of our church, and have ſubſti- 
*« tuted 
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wy * tuted others in their ſtead which are quite re- 


pugnant to them: having attempted to make 
it appear, < that this declenſion from her doctrines, 
is the fruitful ſource of all the evils and calami- 


ties whether of a moral, political, or civil nature, 


„ which we at preſent feel:” and having alſo 
aimed to point out the only adequate remedy for 
the ſame; namely, a due exertion of your. 
power and influence, in cauſing thoſe doc- 
<< trines to be revived, in our churches, and 
<< preached in ſeaſon and out of ſcaſon:” what 
remains to be farther done, but to conclude with 
my repeated ſolicitations, in order to obtain from 
you, who have the ſtaff of power in your hands, 
a condeſcenſion to this humble and reaſonable 


| requeſt ? . | 
JI You muſt be very ſenſible, and dne e need 


not be informed by me, that the power, which 
men are at any time inveſted with, is not deſigned 
for their uſe and benefit alone who enjoy it; but 
chiefly, for the good of the community: and 
when it is uſed to the ends deſigned, and then 
only, are the ſubjects of it truly honourable in 
the eyes of thoſe, for whoſe ſake they poſſeſs it. 
Thoſe who are exalted to high honours and raiſed 
to great power in the church, have a truſt put into 


their hands as much ſuperior in importance to any 
* truſt, as eternity tranſcends. time. How 


then, 


[ 78: 'Þ 
then, my Lords and reverend Gentlemen, can you 
be guiltleſs before nu, whoſe delegates ye are, if 


you ſtill let your power lie dormant, when he 
calls fo loudly on you, by the voice 6f his pro- 


vidence, for a due and fpeedy exertion of it? 


How will you anſwer it at his GREAT TRIBUNAL, 


to neglect any longer to call upon all within your 


ſeveral diſtrifts, and to compel them, to the ut- 


moſt of your power, to cry aloud and ſpare not; 


to warn a world lying in wickedneſs, which is led 
captive by the devil, and which 1 1s ſeeking hap- 
pineſs in Hing vanities, to flee from the wrath 


to come: * to betake themſelves tg Jeſus 


Chriſt, and to ſeek ſalvation by the blood of his. 

croſs; that they may be found worthy to eſcape 

the judgments that are hanging over our guilty 
land? As captains then of the Lords hoſts, may 
you be induced by theſe conſiderations to animate 


your men, and to ſtir them up, bath by precept 
and example, to fight manfully the Lord's battles, 
and to be valiant for his truth upon the earth. 
God calls ye to it. And in order to rouſe all 


his ſervants to ſome earneſtneſs and zeal in their 


miniſterial callings ; as on the one hand, he de- 
clares in his word the everlaſting honours and 


diſtinguiſhed glory that await his faithful ſtewards 
in the next world; fo alſo, on the other hand. 
he pronounces the moſt awful and bitter curſes | 


On 


* 


199 
on ot, who eat been unfaithful to their truſt, 


vbbo have done the work of the Lord negligenthy, 
and who came not to the belp of the Lord againſt 


tbe mighty. Yea, in no part of the whole book 


of God does the wrath and vengeance of the 
almighty ſeem to burſt. forth with ſo great vehe- 
mence and terror, as where the paſtors of his 
people are the objects of it. | * 

For the Lord's ſake therefore, and for your 
own ſouls ſake, as well as of thoſe committed to 
your charge, delay nat to ſet about,this work of 


the Lord, this reformation work ; to the end thay 


his judgments may be averted from us, that his 


' cauſe may again revive and flouriſh, and that our 
land may be the joy of the whole earth. Pardon, 
I intreat you, my well-meant. zeal, herein diſco- 
vered; and impute it not to any want of reſpect 


to my ſuperiors, or to any cenſorious, malevolent 
ſpirit towards any man. I ſhould not have been 
thus warm in my zecuſations and importunate in 
my application for redreſs, if there had not been 
an alarming neceſſity for it. 

That you may be the happy inſtruments in Pa 
Lord's hands of reviving the reformation-doc- 
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